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Preface

| know that there are many people today who do not haleaa
picture of God’s Divine Nature and the part that they piaye
plan that God has for us, His creation. Through manyshotur
prayer and meditation, God has placed on my headédsiee to
write this book. The central idea for this work is tdphelear up
some of the misconceptions that face both new befemed those
who have not made the decision to follow Christ.

The purpose for this book is two-fold. First and foremdms, t
work is an attempt to clarify some of the basic cpte¢hat people
are face with concerning God, Jesus and the Holy Sgedondly,
all of the proceeds from this book will be used for theeach
ministries of New Covenant Fellowship to feed the hurmrth
physically and spiritually and to build a drug and alcohol
rehabilitation center.

By purchasing this book, you, as well, will be helping us to
provide some of the basic necessities for less foreuriizens and
to plants seeds of faith in their lives. Thank you sy weuch for
helping us to help others. | pray that God will not drss you
for your help but also will deepen your relationship wiiimH

Pastor Bobby Keating
The Christian Success Institute
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Chapter 1

Created in His Image

Genesis 1:26-28

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in
our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the
sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over
all the earth, '@ and over all the creatures that move
along the ground.”

27 So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air

and over every living creature that moves on the

ground.”



Created in His Image

In Genesis Chapter One, God said, “let us make man i@ur
image...."In order for us to be able to understand the profound
meaning of this single statement, we need first to uncdhelstee
nature of the One who spoke this.

It is as difficult for us to understand the nature o& Holy Trinity
as it would be for an ant to understand the functionrafckear
reactor. This is the reason that our Holy FatherudpnoHis Holy
Spirit has given us His Holy Word. In order for us to bie do
understand the nature of God, He sent His Holy Word¢orne
flesh. By incarnating, The Holy Word of God gives us engbe
into the Devine Nature of God.

It is difficult for us, relating things to our physical vidyrto grasp
the concept of a Supreme and Holy God. We humans unalérsta
by the concepts that we form. We know that fire isdetause of
either accepting what we are told or by experiencingatare.

This is also the manner in which we have conceptualizet @&e
either accept what others have told us or we have exped His
Divine Nature in our own lives.

The truest way is to experience His Divine Nature inlves.
However, because of our human nature, we always tgrpare
the experiences we have with God to other experiencas on
physical level. This often leads to misconception. Vge atccept
what others, authority figures, have told us to be absdluths.



This often brings us to misconception as well. So ofteraccept

as truth the ideas that others have misunderstood occepta

ideas without understanding their core meaning because wg acce
what we are told by those we respect as knowledgeable.

There is also Divine Revelation. This is an experighaeembeds
in us the meaning of a concept, the core of the condépen we
study the Word of God earnestly and with a hunger andopeiss
understand, The Holy Spirit of God reveals to us an wtaleding
that is at the very least profound.

First, however, we must understand who The Holy TrisityAs
has been revealed to me, God The Father is the mi@dafin
Him all things were conceived. Every idea, every concept,
everything that was created first was conceived and ewidtisa
Holy Mind of God, God the Father.

This explains to me a statement of Jesus Chriseitvdlok of
Mark. In regard to the return of Christ, Jesus statebapter 13
verse 32: “But of that day and hour no one knows, not gen
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Fathecdrifused me
for a while that, since Jesus was God incarnate, Headidnow
something that The Father knew. How could God know something
that God did not know? The answer came to me. The dhthen
hour of The Son of God’s return had been conceived imihd of
God but had not been spoken. Thus the Mind of God (God the
Father) knows the day and the hour of Christ’s retutrttis was
not spoken so the Holy Word of God knows not.

Secondly, The Holy Word of God is the Voice of Goddddne
Father conceives and then He speaks through His Holy Word
relate His Devine Thoughts in order that they becona®r
created. In the Old and New Testaments, when God therFa



speaks, it is the presence of His Holy Word that reldieDevine
Ideas to us.

When Moses saw the burning bush he experienced the Hoity Sp
of God and He heard the Holy Word of God. Just as it is
impossible for us to know the thoughts of another, ingassible
for us to know the thoughts of God until The Holy Word ofiGo
speaks them.

The Third aspect of The Holy Trinity is The Holy Spof The
One and True Living God. The Holy Spirit or the Holy Ghes
without a doubt, the most misunderstood aspect of God/s\Be
Nature. Because we live in a flesh body in a physicaldwve
tend to relate concepts to our understanding of this worldmiss
remember that God exists in a Spiritual universe outsidienef

Too often | hear people refer to The Holy Spirit asuiltoHe were
a separate part of The Holy Trinity, The Third Persornpspeak.
This is not the case, as | understand it.

The Holy Spirit is God. He is God The Father and Thé/MVord
of God. He is no more separate from the Holy FathdrTde Holy
Son than | am separate from my mind and my body. He is a
spiritual manifestation of The Holy Trinity. He is Gtite Father
and The Holy Word of God who has been sent to guidedisca
comfort us. Without His presence | could not write theseds.

It is The Holy Spirit of God who has inspired this \mgt as He
has inspired the writings of others. Thé"bhapter of the Gospel
according to John relates beautifully the promise oftero
comforter.



%And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Counselor to be with you forever—

the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because
it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he
lives with you and will be in you.

18 will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you.

| firmly believe that God has a true desire for us tdemstand
Him. He inspired His Holy Written Word and He inspithese
who would speak of Him.

This brings us back to Genesis Chapter One; God said “let Us
create man in Our own image....” We must know that Gad is
Spirit and not a physical being like you and me. In John 424 w
see

"God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth.”

He did not create us to physically resemble Him but tatsgily
resemble Him. Look around you at the vast numbers and ghysic
types of human beings that exist in this world. If wetarthink

that our physical image is the image of God, which wouldise H
image - the Caucasian, the Negro, the Semitic tribes®s told

His disciples in:

John 5:37 "And the Father who sent me has himself testified
concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form,”

And as well



John 14:7“If you really knew me, you would know my Father
as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him."

John 14:9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even
after | have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the
Father'?

John 15:241f I had not done among them what no one else did,
they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen these
miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my Father.

| believe that Jesus is telling us that the image oF#iger is a
spiritual image. This is a new concept for humankind. Howve
resemble the creator of the universe? What did Jesus hagah t
we have seen Him we have seen the Father?

The answer to these questions can be found in Paultteepishe
Galatians.

In Galatians 5:22-23we read:

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kingness
goodness, faithfulnesSgentleness and self-control. Against such
things there is no law.

The image of God is Love, pure and holy. God is the tifoest of
love. We call this love Agape. This is the Love thatrgene who
comes in contact with Christ felt. Even those whald not
understand this love reacted to Him. Some could not accsept thi
love and rejected Him because they could not enduresathlidess
love. Others accepted Him and the Love that He brought a



exemplified. This agape (love) was shown to us by thelsifact
that The Holy Word of God agreed to leave the splendbieaiven
to become incarnate here on this world to teach usukseahd
save us from ourselves.

The image of God contains joy. This is the deepest @drm
happiness that can be experienced. When your heartihrist,
even in the roughest times you can feel the joy ofprsence.
Christ’s life exemplifies the joy that filled Him.

The image of God contains Peace. When you have lowveuin y
life, true and pure love, and your heart is full of i ¢f the
presence of God, you reach a peace in your life that téeno
equaled. This peace is reflected in the way that weglas/brs,
live.

The image of God contains patience. When your lifelifuove,
joy and peace, you experience patience even in the msg} tfy
situations. When we can remember to weight the situstioat we
encounter by the weight of the love, joy and peacelirliees, our
attitudes change and we seem to find the patience to enduge thi
that would normally have driven us up a tree.

The image of God contains kindness. When your heautl isff
love, joy and peace you reach a state of patience shighises
even the best of us. This patience brings us to the reatizhat
we live by the Grace of God. God loves every human thatiHe
created and it is our duty and privilege to treat every 6/God’s
creations with kindness. We are brought to a new ré$pethe
world that our God created for us.

God’s image contains goodness. We are filled with love, joy,
peace, patience and kindness. We then have the dedoegtnd.



We are driven to do good works. How is it possible to cbeat
steal when you love each one of God’s creations? Wbatd a
man gain by storing up treasures here and loosing his soul?

God’s image contains faithfulness. His desire is thatioes will
be driven by faith and not desire. Faith is one ofrsdVerces in
our lives. Faith is believing something that we cannot texgisy
physical senses. Faith is spiritual. Faith is simpdyding firm on
the promises that God has made us trough His Holy Word. We
must believe that He will do what He says He will daitlfulness
is living our lives without doubt. Doubt is a seed plariigdn
enemy to tear down our faith. Doubt is that black spaiun
spiritual hearts that grows and snuffs out our abilityrast that
God will do what He has promised.

God’s image contains gentleness. When we are filled ot
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness and faithfudoness
nature becomes gentle. We treat everything in God’s watlda
gentle touch and with gentle speech.

God’s image contains self-control. This is the hardégtefruits
to bear.
Paul tells us in the same chapter (5) of Galatians

%30 | say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desifes
the sinful nature.

YFor the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and
the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in cdnflic
with each other, so that you do not do what you want.



18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.

The flesh and the spirit are always at war with amether. This is
because the flesh is of this world, governed by the Pohtee air,
our enemy. If we fully rely on God’s grace and we st all

of our being to bear the fruits of the Spirit, we estiain self-
control.

These fruits of the Spirit are just that. They aregifbs, they are
fruits which we must bear. Just as an apple tree isedrfrom the
seed of an apple and bears again that fruit and a peastiormed
from the seed of a pear and bears fruit in kind so wWesnwho are
formed from the seed of God should bear the same thatHe
bears.

This is what Jesus was telling us. If you look at thedifdesus
when He walked on this earth, you can clearly seeHbdiore the
fruit of God and thus portrayed the image of His HolyhEat

In order for us to understand what this statement in Geigesi
saying to us, consider this.

God created us in His image. Jesus told us that if we $@en
Him we have seen The Father. Jesus’ spiritual imagdovasjoy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gesstkeme
self-control. We are from the same seed. God creatddsusay
to contain His image. There will come a day of judgnientach
one of us (none shall be spared this). Each of us, belgd non-
believer will one day stand before the Throne of Gdelwill peer
into our hearts looking to see His image. When He dé&esnage
in us, He will say, “Well done My good and faithful senv’.



However, when He looks into our hearts and cannot seedtfiin
us, He will say, “Depart from me you worker of iniquitykriow
you not”.

Know Him. Learn as much as you can. Obey His commantime
and bear the fruit of the Spirit.

Join us for an in depth Success Training Bible Studyeat th
Christian Success Institute
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Chapter 2
What is The Nature of God?
John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believes in him

should not perish, but have
everlasting life.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=50&chapter=3&verse=16&version=9&context=verse

What is The Nature of God?

In the first chapter of this book, we were introducetheoconcept
of understanding the Divine Nature of God. This is a dautdisk}
| feel that it is impossible to discover the true natof God while
we are in these flesh bodies, constrained by our concéits
carnal world. Conversely, it is important for us totwyunderstand
His nature. This exercises our brains and helps ouraesdtip
with Almighty God to grow.

God, in His Divine Goodness, has given us a glimpse ®hHiiure
in His Holy Bible. If we read the Holy Bible from theeginning,
God’s nature is revealed to us by His names. As we progress
through the Holy Word of God, we see that every timd &ds in
this world His name is used to express the action.

Elohim

(Ehl — oh — heem)
In the first sentence in the Holy Bible God is rederto as Elohim.
In the Hebrew, this name reflects the sovereign natu@od. It
expresses His creative nature. Grammatically Elohian is
masculine singular word with a feminine plural ending. This
expresses the all encompassing nature of the one whtedrthis
world, separated the light from the darkness, separatesktds
from the land and separated night from day. This name shows
God’s authority. Jesus, in His darkest hour used a fotmsf
name in His agonized prayer on the cross. About the hotn
Jesus cried out “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” wimgans “My
God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?”



To me this is the most pitiful prayer ever spoken. laksemy
heart to know that, in order to offer me salvationuddsecame my
sin. He did not simply bear our sins on the crosshétameour
sin. Our Heavenly Father cannot look upon sin and fofitsteand
only time, since before the beginning of time, God toak dyies
off of His Holy Son. Jesus could feel in the depths isf$pirit the
absence of God the Father’s vigilance. This was, withaidubt,
the most horrible moment in the existence of the N@brd of
God. He suffered this, the most agonizing time, in orderake a
way for me and for you to return to the presence of Gprhise
His Holy Name.

Elohim, The Mighty Creator, made all that is out oftming. The
presence of the Trinity is expressed in the beginninpeofitst
chapter of His Holy Bible. This is the first show bétnature of
the Triune God. God the Father thought about lightspteke
through His Holy Word and His Holy Spirit, whose faca/éred
over the water, created the light.

In the Hebrew Bible the name Elohim occurs 2500 timezhiEdl
occurs 32 times in the first chapter of Genesis. Tée svord El
can be translated as God or god (referring to pagan goals).
express His uniqueness and the sense of the Holy Trimgyotm
Elohim is used. This is a masculine singular noun withmanfime
plural ending. This signifies the all-encompassing natufeoaf
the Creator.

El Roi
(Ehl Roh — ee)
In the 18 chapter of Genesis, Hagar, the maidservant of
Abraham’s wife Sarah, encountered God in the deseetr&erred
to Him and “The God Who Sees Me’EtRoi. This, to me,



expresses a wonderful aspect of the nature of Our Gotl; No
matter where we are, no matter what our circumstarce)atter
which desert we are trying to cross, God sees us. Helis e
watching us. This is in accordance with the promisesHbdtas
made us, “I will never leave you nor will | forsake ybu.

Even though Hagar ran away into the desert, God keptybi®n
her and her unborn son. This encourages me and tells tmeotha
matter what | get myself into, God sees me. No mathext the
enemy throws in my path, God’s eyes are upon me. |cralone.
You, no matter how desperate you feel, are never aleoe.is
there in His Majesty watching and waiting for you to reaahfor
His hand. He is El Roi, The God Who Sees Me”.

When Hagar and Ishmael (which means in Hebrew — God hears)
were in the desert suffering from an unbearable thirst, £aw

them. He had made a promise to her that her son woutthde

into a great nation. Hagar saw her son dying of thirstdry,
parched land and cried out to Him. He heard and suddenly there
was a well, full of fresh, clean water.

No matter what you think you have done to offend Godpatier
how desperate your situation, look up, reach up to HimsHleere
and sees you.

El Shaddai
(Ehl Shahd — Dahi)
In the name EIl Shaddai God reveals His covenant kgeyaiture.
God Almighty reveals His everlasting covenant withrakh and
his descendants. Not until Moses encounters God is thetken
name given to indicate the nature of Our Holy Fathe&Haddai
is the covenant name of God.



Isn’t it wonderful to know that we have a covenant keggod?
A covenant is an agreement, a binding contract. Godyashkeeps
His covenants. We are the ones who back away fronbeadk
covenants.

El Shaddai is the All Powerful God, the God who can do
everything, the One who is all-powerful and capable ofglaihat
He promises; the One who can sustain me and bless nigtlite
One who will fulfill His promises. He inspires aweHtis
believers. El Shaddai reveals God not only as thearaatd
maintainer of the universe but also the God who makesnemis
with His people. El Shaddai occurs 31 times in the bddlob and
17 times in the rest of the Holy Bible. In the Newsiegnent the
word Pantokrator is translated as “The Almighty” andregses
the same nature of Our God.

Often, because of the grandiose view we have of Gedee Him
as a God of only great and mighty feats. We must kinaivHe is
also the God who keeps the smallest covenant aslined. cannot
believe Him for the smallest things, how can we expist
faithfulness in big things?

El Shaddai is the God who can be everything we need wheneve
we need it. He is the All Powerful God. He is the AJhty

Creator. Nothing is impossible with God. Know that thestn
powerful Almighty God watches you, makes covenants yotin

and keeps His promises.

One of the most difficult scriptures for us to accepts 1
Corinthians 10:13 (NIV)



No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And
God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so

that you can stand up under it.

This scripture is especially hard to digest when we aedfavith a
stubborn, misbehaving child and feel like screaming. Hoenado
we give in to fleshly temptations in this life that e to justify by
simply saying that we could not resist? These are testihat we
need to pray to El Shaddai, asking for Him to give us tieagth
that we need to handle these times of temptationwilValways
succumb when we try to rely on our own strength.

If EI Shaddai were a beautiful but weak God, if He warpl a
God who wanted to bless us but could not, if He were siaply
God of good intention but powerless to provide, would weofal
our faces before Him? He is beautiful and powerful de & do
all that He says He will. We have to keep His promiseun
hearts. We must believe without the shadow of a ddwabtHe
loves us and cares about our lives and will keep His gesnAll
we need to do is keep Him first in our lives, to trudtlis Holy
Word and to know that with Him, Our God, all things are {dass
When we allow the enemy to plant the smallest seeduwolbt in
our hearts, our faith dwindles and we wonder why God does not
bless us. He is there, ever present and wanting us to updo
Him.

El Olam
(Ehl oh-LAAM)
God reveals to Abraham and to us that He is eternai|asting.
Olam is Hebrew for eternal, everlasting. The wordn®teccurs
more than 400 times. The name EI Olam appears only 4 times.



This exemplifies the eternal nature of God, His promjigis
covenants, His plan and His Mighty Kingdom.

Psalm 33:11 (New International Version)
1 But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,

the purposes of his heart through all generations.
Things of this world will pass away, even the hardebstance
that we know of, diamonds, can be broken. The plans)ipes
and covenants of El Olam will never crack, break antyle. God

and His Kingdom will last forever. God is eternal and Bon is
the Alpha and Omega.

Praise the Everlasting God and His Son Jesus. (Revelation 1:4-8)
Thank God for His everlasting love. (Psalms 100)

Praise the Eternal God, who knows our limitations. (Psalms
103:13-18)

Realize that God’s promises will never fail us. (Psalms 145:13-14)

Yahweh (Jehovah)

This name of God denotes His nature in a very personal Winy.
name comes from the Hebrew wdztdavahwhich “to live”. He is
the Living God. He lives! In the King James version ofBilde



this name is translated Lord. This could be from the oaddf the
ancient Jew that the name of God is too holy to beqaroced.
When reading scripture they would substitute the word Adonai
which means Lord, when they would come to the word Jghov
(YHWH). Jehovabh literally means “I Am”. He is the Gotho is,
who lives and is ever present in our lives, whether ieu®or
not. He is and is forever. He is ever faithful everewive are not.
Jehovah is the God who always was, is and shallyalwe. In the
past He was “I Am”. In the present He is “I| Am” andcthe future
He will always be “I Am”. He is the God eternal, needanging.
We are the ones who change and as we know Him betier,
concept of His nature and who He is changes.

In the book of James chapter 1 and verse 17, we read:

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.

He does not change. In Psalms chapter 102 and verse 2istells

But you remain the same, and your years will never end.

He is the beginning of everything. He is the ever premet
eternal present tense.

There are several other names that reveal the naittine God we
worship. Each of these names offers a specific andatggionpse
into the nature of the One and True living God.



For now it is important they everyone realizes thabtugh the
names of God in His Holy Word we can begin to undaetsthe
nature of our Holy God. He is the One who has alwaisgesl. He
will always live and His word shall never fade away.islehe
ever-present Lord who always sees us, no matter oumnat
circumstances are. He is with us in the meadow and Withsis
in the desert. He is The Almighty and Powerful God cHeated
the universe and all that is in it. He can be everytthatywe need
even before we need it. He is our provision and outthddé
created us in His own image.

The thought that this magnificent God created me and Imee
with a pure and unfailing love fills me with joy unspeakable.
loves me when | cannot love myself and He is alwhgsetto help
me when | fall.

There is nothing that you can do that will exempt you fiim
Love. The only unpardonable sin is to reject Him (thithésworst
blasphemy). God is always there, ready to pick up thepiet
your life and recreated you in His own image.

God speaks to each of us. His wants us to know thatvds las.
He is Our Heavenly Father and as a perfect father Hesveaty
the best for us. He often will let us dig our own haeshat we
will realize that without His strength, without Hiseidne help, we
are lost.

Isn’t it good to know that we have a wonderful and forggvi
Father who wants to see us grow in our relationship witi My
prayer is that, by reading God’s Holy Word and meditatinddis
names, your relationship with Him will deepen and growetoith
and fruitful in your life.



Study an intense look at King Solomon’s Principles ofc8ss at
the Christian Success Institute

Chapter 3
Who is Jesus?
Matthew 16:15-17

"But what about you?" he asked. "Who
do you say | am?"

1%Simon Peter answered, "You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God."

1"Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon
son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to
you by man, but by my Father in heaven.


http://christian-success-institute.com/

Who is Jesus?

Since the beginning of my Christian life, | could neveiteu
understand who this person named Jesus is. | was told¢hags
the Son of God but to me He was a character in tHetude of
Bible stories that | had read. Growing up, | had never b&dn
that | could have a personal relationship with Him. Tddeest,
as little as | knew about Him, this sounded like foolisgisnélow
can you have a personal relationship with someone whawas
character in a Bible Story?

What concerns me now is that | know that there axpym
professed Christians who have no better idea of whes Jeas and
is than | did when | was a child. Too often have | heaopleetalk
about Jesus in an impersonal way. They seem to sepasate
from God. | know that these same Christians havel@ea who
Jesus really is. They do not realize that He is Gad.oDsome
instilled sense of duty they go to Church every Sunday andythey
through the motions of worship. There are so many Mirgstdo
say that you should have a personal relationship witrs Jas
they don't tell you how you are supposed to accomplish Tinsy
teach about who Jesus was and not who He is.

| would venture to say that the majority of Christikiase not even
completely read the Bible. They have learned about Jesus
others that they have heard speak about Him. They kibowt

Him but they do not know Him personally.



Jesus is not only the Son of God who was born 200@ yegr and
lived in a tiny country on the Mediterranean Sea butsdso the
Living God of today.

Johnl1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.”

John 10:3@esus says, “I and the Father are one.”

He is eternal. In Revelations 1:17 John states: “Whsaawl him, |
fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed hishayhd on me
and said: “Do not be afraid. | am the First and the.l"ast

He is Omnipresent (present everywhere). Ephesians 1: 2288

God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head
over everything for the churcfwhich is his body, the fullness of
him who fills everything in every way.

Jesus did not leave us. He promised in Hebrews 13:5-6

“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with
what you have, because God has said,
"Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you."

®So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be
afraid.
What can man do to me?"

He is Omniscient (all knowing). In John 21:17 John sagsd,
thou knowest all things...” He knows all that we say andctid
even think. Remember in John 1 it is stated that:



!In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.

’The same was in the beginning with God.

3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing
made that was made.

All means all. He made every cell in you physical badgt He
also created your spiritual being. He knows all about yeen e
whether or not you will accept Him. Even though He knowus w
will reject Him He does not stop loving everyone.

| want to take you on quick trip through the Bible. | wamiti yo
see the presence of Jesus from Genesis through Rewglatio

In the first Book of the Bible, GenesisHe is the Seed of
the woman°And | will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shalkbrui
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

Jesus was born of woman without the seed of man. His
natural enemy and ours as well is Satan.

In the Book of ExodusHe is the sacrificial Passover Lamb.
To ever believer He is the Sacrificial Lamb of Gétrough
the lamb sacrificed in Egypt, the people of God were
delivered from the evil grip of the Pharaoh. Through His
sacrifice on the cross of Calvary, He offers deliveeaio all
of Gods creation.

In the Book of Leviticus we see Jesus as our High Priest.
Just as Gods children were instructed to bring their blood



offering to the priests, we are to accept Jesus aslood
offering and He will offer it up to God the Father.

In the Book of NumbersJesus was the Pillar of Cloud and
the Pillar of Fire that guided Gods people through the
wilderness. He is also the Lord and Savior who is there
willing to guide us through the wilderness of our lives.

In Deuteronomy He is the Prophet like unto Moses. He
inspired every prophecy that was made in the Bible and He
was also the One Living God who fulfilled the prophecies.

In the 5™ chapter of the Book of Joshuave see Joshua
confronted by the Captain of the Host: And he said, ;Nay
but as captain of the host of the LORD am | now cbimer
us, as well, Jesus will aid you in the battles thatage here
on earth.

In the Book of Judges Jesus is the Lawgiver. Father God
conceived the Law and spoke it through the Holy Word of
God.

In the book of Ruth He is our Kinsman’s Redeemer.

In 1% and 2" SamuelHe is our Trusted Prophet.

In Kings and Chronicles He is our Reigning King

He is our Faithful Scribe in tH@ook of Ezra.

In Nehemiah we see Jesus as the Rebuilder of the walls that

were broken down.



In the Book of EstherHe is our Advocate just as He was
the Advocate of the Hebrew nation.

He is our Ever-Living Redeemer the Book of Joh

As thePsalmist King David states He is our Lord and our
Shepherd.

He is our Wisdom in thBook of Proverbs
He is our Goal in th8ook of Ecclesiastes

He is our Lover and our Bridegroom in t8eng of
Solomon

He is the Messiah, the Anointed One in Beok of Isaiah

He is the Weeping Prophet in tBeoks of Jeremiah and
Lamentations.

He is the Glory of The Lord in tr@ook of Ezekiel

In the Book of Daniel when the three Hebrew boys were
thrown into the fiery furnace, He was the fourth maearsby
the King.

In the Book of Hosealesus is the Eternal Husband who is
married to the backslider.

In the Book of JoelHe is the One who is the Baptizer in the
Holy Spirit.

As we see in thB8ook of Amos He is our Burden Bearer.



He is our declared Savior in tB®ok of Obadiah

He is the Great Foreign Missionary in tBeok of Jonah
He is the Messenger in tB®ok of Micah.

He is our Avenger in thBook of Nahum

He is the Evangelist who pleads for Revival in Book of
Habakkuk.

The Book of Zephaniahteaches us that He is the Lord, the
One who saves.

He restores our Heritage in tBeok of Haggai.

Zechariah teaches us that He is the Fountain of everlasting,
life-giving water.

He is the Son of Righteousness with healing in His sving
theBook of Malachi.

In the Book of Mathew He is the Messiah.

In the Book of Mark He is the Miracle Worker.

In the Book of Luke He is the Son of Man.

In the Book of JohnHe is the Son of God.

In the Book of ActsHe is the Holy Spirit, indwelling men.

In the Book of RomansHe is our Justification.



In the Books of £'and 2" Corinthians He is the One who
sanctifies us.

In the Book of GalatiansHe is the One who redeems us
from the curse of the law.

In the Book of EphesiandHe is the Christ of unsearchable
riches.

In the Book of Philippians He is the God who supplies all
of our needs.

In the Book of ColossiandHe is the Godhead fully
embodied.

In the Books of £' and 2" ThessaloniansHe is our Soon-
coming King.

In the Books of £' and 2" Timothy He is our Advocate
and Mediator at the Throne of God.

In the Book of Titus He is the Faithful Pastor.
In the Book of PhilemonHe is the Friend of the oppressed.

In the Book of HebrewsHe is the Blood which seals the
everlasting covenant between God and man.

In the Book of JamesHe is the Lord who heals the sick.

In the Books of £' and 2' PeterHe is the Great Sheppard
who shall soon appear.



In the Books of !, 2" and 39 John, He is God, He is
Love.

In the Book of JudeHe is the Good News and He is the
Lord who shall be coming with 10 thousands of His saints.

In the Book of RevelationsHe is the King of kings and the
Lord of Lords.

He is life giving. In Him was life; and the life walsetlight of the
men. (John 1:4)

The Holy Word of God existed before the beginning of tikhe
planned to become flesh. God knew that mankind could nat atta
righteousness through the law. He wanted us to see aadenge
this. He wanted to come to us in the flesh in order tdhlesevorld
through human eyes, to experience life from the pernspeat a
human. It is only fitting and proper that we too shoulklabHis
creation through spiritual eyes. We need to see thigvirann

Gods vantage point. When we look at others of Gods creago
need to see them as a beloved creation of the Alm@tggtor of
the universe.

We | look at people, | see them as God would. | see theagh
Love and | see them as beloved of God. Who am | too judge
another? What gives me the right to hold unforgivenessyi
heart when the Holy Word of God sacrificed Himselfds and
offered forgiveness to every man? He didn’t pick and oholde
didn’t judge anyone. He paid the same price for me as Hefgai
each and every one of us.



Jesus said in John 10:30 “I and my Father are one. Inl¥bfirHe
said, “If you have seen Me, you have seen the Fatheris Hihe
Holy Word of God in the flesh.

He is every blood offering. He is the Noah'’s rainbow,ghemise
of God The Father. He is the ram substituted forclsda is as
Jacob’s ladder, our way to heaven. He is the burdemuohearts
as was the burden on Ezekiel. He is the scepter of Jtigais the
rod that Moses leaned on. He is the power in the $iotghat
David used to kill the giant. He is Hezekiah’s sundial.

He is the Bright and Morning star to offer Light to @ath. He is
the Lily of the Valley and the Rose of Sharon. Hthes Staff of
Life. He is the Beautiful Pearl of great value andtteasure that
we find in the field. He is the Rock upon which His chuichuilt.
He is the Everlasting Father. He is the virtue in Peshadow,
which cures the sick. He is Jesus, The Son of Thea@dd rue
Living God. He is the God who owns the cattle on a thal&dls.
He made it all and He owns it all. He is the deliveeantthe
children of Israel out of the land of the Pharaoh. $ihé force
that parted the Red Sea. He is the Great and Mighty Wwbo
humbled Himself to become flesh, descend to earth. hte tere
to teach us, to heal the sick and to be a model aftehweccan
pattern our lives.

He is the One who cast out devils and cleanses ldpers.the

Holy Son of God who fed the five thousand. He is the Wine
innocently suffered the beatings, had the flesh ripped fies

Back and shed His Blood so that our healing would be bought. H
is the One who became our sin offering and sacrificeasklf for

us on the cross. He paid the price for our sins thatanaat pay.

He is the One who died a cruel death on the cross féteudied

and was buried. He is the One who defeated death for ers k&



arose from the tomb. He is the One who ascended @&aeeim to
sit at the Right Hand of God, to intercede for us. Hefus of
Nazareth and He’s coming back soon for His bride.

Do you know Him, not about Him? Do you have a close palso
relationship with Him?

In John 3:16, we are given the key that unlocks the doarsrof
hearts. “For God so loved the world, that he gave hig logdjotten
Son, that whosoever believes in him should not pebishhave
everlasting life.”

He didn’t say for some, He said for ALL. This means.ylb
amazes me to know that | have access to the One nghted
everything that is simply by believing in Him and asking Ham
live in my heart.

If you have the desire to know Him, please pray and askayod
forgive your sins. Ask Him to make you clean and to livgaar
heart. Following is a simple prayer of Salvation. Baying this
prayer, you are seeking a personal relationship with God.iJit
joining a church. This is a personal one-on-one withsles
encounter with Jesus.

Dear Holy Father, | repent of my sins. | turn awaynirthe life
that separates us. | ask that you forgive me for tigethat | have
committed, the same sins that put you on the crosk that you
live in me and accompany me all the days of my lifealyghis
prayer in the Holy Name of My Savior, Jesus Christ.

This is such a simple prayer. If you sincerely prayeitlis,the
beginning of eternity for you.



Get to know Jesus by reading His Holy Word. Pray that tig H
Spirit of the One and True living God will guide you andeawto
you the true nature of God as it applies to you and yteurTihe
Holy Spirit is the Mind of Christ.

Philippians 2:5 says “Let this mind be in you, which was aiso
Christ Jesus.”

He is there for you.

Study an intense look at King Solomon’s Principles ofc8ss at
the Christian Success Institute



http://christian-success-institute.com/

Chapter 4
Who is the Holy Spirit

Genesis 1

! In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth.

2 Now the earth was formless and empty,
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.



Who is the Holy Spirit?

So often | hear the Holy Spirit of God referred tdresthird
person of the Holy Trinity or it. This is such a sagée. He is the
Holy Spirit of God. He is God'’s presence on earth.

The Holy Spirit of God is God as He moves and worksisHkee
manifestation of the presence of Almighty God. Hdésenergy,
the force of God.

Throughout the Holy Bible God’s Holy Spirit moves anteracts
with God'’s creation. We can see throughout the Holyd\ad God
that The Holy Spirit of God is constantly interactingh mankind.
From the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ afterdsisrrection,
we see the interaction between man and God intensifiedgh
the promise of the Holy Spirit. As we are told in Ll 45-49

**Then he opened their minds so they could understand the
Scriptures*®He told them, "This is what is written: The
Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
*’and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached
in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusal&iou

are witnesses of these thing$.am going to send you what
my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have
been clothed with power from on high."

Then He opened their minds to the scripture — What an amazing
statement. The disciples had followed Jesus for Byaad still did
not have the discernment of scripture. This should give
encouragement to new believers. As we follow Jesusedrodif
relationship with Him grow, He, through His Holy Spirigparts

the wisdom of the ages unto us, if we open our eyes.



The Holy Spirit of God was sent so that, in our Claistvalk, we
would have guidance, comfort, and a daily reminder of the
wonderful grace of God Almighty. He is not alone guaate from
the Holy Trinity. He is constantly in communion wiBod the
Father and The Holy Word of God and He is always tready to
give us the assistance we need.

We must remember that The Holy Spirit was the actioenergy

in the creation process. Because of God’s love foHassent His
most powerful Presence to be with us. Just imaginpdter in an
atomic bomb, like the one that devastated Hiroshima Whbuld

be less than a hick-up compared to the power of the Hailyt of
God. God has provided us with power beyond belief. The pofver
the Magnificent Holy Spirit of God can raise the dead.

In the eleventh chapter of the Gospel of John we ead the story
of Jesus raising His friend Lazarus from the dead. Yoytlsee
Holy Spirit of God had descended on Jesus at His baptisiotby
the Baptist. The resurrection power of God was withisleBhis is
the same resurrection power that, on the third day, puitée
Resurrection of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The Holy Spirit of God deserves our greatest respexts lthe
presence of God here with us. He is the Mind of Chinést t
cleanses us and governs our conscience.

1 Corinthians 2:15-17*°The spiritual man makes
judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to
any man's judgment:



1%Eor who has known the mind of the Lord
that he may instruct him?” But we have the mind of Chris
(The Holy Spirit of God).

Isaiah 40:13* who has understood the mind of the LORD,

We see the Holy Spirit of God in creation. The poweattion of
God lets us know the magnificence of the One who creataddis
the universe in which we live. Throughout the Old and New
Testaments we see the manifestation of God’s HolgtSHe has
been dealing with mankind since the beginning of time. érQld
Testament, before Our Lord and Savior came to walk #nth e
God’s Holy Spirit was present but not always accessible

Genesis 1:2ANIV)

’And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters.

The presence of the Holy Spirit of God in us is evidesfddis
Glory. He, the Holy Spirit of the One and True Living Gedavith
us always to give us guidance in our times of trial. Hegive us
revelation knowledge if we choose to let Him.

Genesis 41:37-39N1V)

3’And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the
eyes of all his servants.



%And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a
one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?

39And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God has
showed you all this, there is none so discreet andagise
you are:

God’s Holy Spirit uses magnificent manifestations tdeneis
presence known to us. He knows that our human brainsuignit

Exodus 3(New International Version)

! Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the
priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert
and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.

% There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire
from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it
did not burn up.

% So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight—why
the bush does not burn up."”

* When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to
him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!"
And Moses said, "Here | am."

®"Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for
the place where you are standing is holy ground.”

® Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his
face, because he was afraid to look at God.



We see the ever-present Spirit of God leading us through our
wildernesses. We are never alone.

Exodus 13:20-22New International Version)

20 After leaving Succoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the
desert?* By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud
to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give
them light, so that they could travel by day or nighNeither the
pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place
front of the people.

We see special gifts given through the Holy Spirit. diten forget
that all that we are is a gift from God - all of dalents and
abilities.

Exodus 31:2-4(New International Version)

2nSee, | have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the
tribe of Judah,

% and | have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, abitiyd
knowledge in all kinds of crafts-

* to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze,



The presence of the Holy Spirit of God transforms .méhen we
accept Christ and call upon the Holy Spirit of God inwes are
transformed.

1 Samuel 10:6-9New International Version)

® The Spirit of the LORD will come upon you in power, and you
will prophesy with them; and you will be changed into a different
person.

" Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to do,
for God is with you.

8 "Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. | will surely come down to
you to sacrifice burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, but you
must wait seven days until | come to you and tell you what you are
to do."

® As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed Saul's heart, and
all these signs were fulfilled that day.

The magnificent promise of the Father was made atdedsiall
believers after the ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Acts 1:1-5(NIV)

YIn my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began
to do and to teach



2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.

3After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.

*On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them
this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.

°For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit."

Before the birth of Our Lord and Savior, God’s Holy Spiri
watched over and accompanied man, revealing Himself froen t
to time. After the resurrection and ascension of Jékadg;loly
Word of God, the Holy Spirit became accessible tbalevers.

This, in itself, is a magnificent manifestation of thee and grace
of God. When we accept Jesus as our personal Saviorpthe H
Spirit comes to live with each one of us. This is @n@e Holy
Spirit that, through the ages, has performed miraclesigfn
God’s chosen. Now, we are all God’s chosen. The same
magnificent Holy Spirit that lived inside Jesus, whenwées here
in His earthly ministry, lives in every believer. \We not have to
recite a special formula or do some manmade ritualarepr
ourselves worthy to have the most powerful presentieeaford
abide with us. He is there for us. Always present, adwagdy to
lift us up and to guide us through the trials of this life artle He
is the One who quickens the spirit of the believeridtée One
who is ever present when we are in need. He is hitheus/
through the good times and the bad.



Jesus told us that He would never leave us nor forsake us.

Hebrews 13:5-6 (NIV)

°Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content
with what you have, because God has said,
"Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you."

®So we say with confidence,
"The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid.
What can man do to mé?"

Isn’t it wonderful to know that the Presence of OuryHaodrd is
with us always? The power of creation is with us, eachevery
believer, without our asking. He is there, ever preaadtready, to
accompany us through all that life offers, good and badsH
there, a perfect gentleman, waiting for us to call udon, to
know and love Him.

Study an intense look at King Solomon’s Principles ofc8ss at
the Christian Success Institute



http://christian-success-institute.com/

Chapter 5
What is Holiness?

Romans 6:18-20 (NIV)

%you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves to righteousness.

9 put this in human terms because you are
weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to
offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity
and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer
them in slavery to righteousness leading to
holiness.

“When you were slaves to sin, you were free from
the control of righteousness.



What is Holiness?

Holiness is an attribute of God and a quality to be deeelon His
children. “Holiness” and the adjective “holy” are seeany times
in the Bible. The primary Old Testament word for holgyegans
“to cut” or “to separate.” Fundamentally, holiness @i#ting off
or separation from what is unclean and a consecratiomat is
pure (sanctification).

THE OLD TESTAMENT VIEW OF HOLINESS

In the Old Testament, “holiness” when applied to Godresfo His
sovereignty over the Creation and to the perfectiddief
character. God is Holy. He is utterly distinct frors ldreation and
exercises sovereign majesty and power over it.

His holiness is expounded in the Psalms (Psalm #%G8H reigns
over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.

and the Prophets (Ezekiel 39:7)" 'l will make known my holy

name among my people Israel. | will no longer let my holy name be
profaned, and the nations will know that | the LORD am the Holy
One in Israelwhere “holiness” emerges as a synonym for The

God of Israel. Scripture assigns to God the titles,lyH@saiah

57:15), “Holy One” (Job 6:10; Isaiah 43:15), and “Holy One of
Israel” (Psalm 89:18; Isaiah 60:14).

In the Old Testament the Holy Nature of God, His Hafe
separates Him from all that is evil and defiled (Job 34H3).

Holy character is the standard of absolute moral pgsfefisaiah
5:16). God’s holiness—His transcendent majesty and the @drity
His character—are skillfully balanced in Psalm 99 —



! The LORD reigns, let the nations tremble;
he sits enthroned between the cherubim,
let the earth shake.

2 Great is the LORD in Zion:;
he is exalted over all the nations.

3 Let them praise your great and awesome name—
he is holy.

* The King is mighty, he loves justice—
you have established equity;
in Jacob you have done
what is just and right.

® Exalt the LORD our God
and worship at his footstool;
he is holy.

® Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
Samuel was among those who called on his name;
they called on the LORD
and he answered them.

" He spoke to them from the pillar of cloud:;
they kept his statutes and the decrees he gave them.

8 O LORD our God,

you answered them;
you were to Israel a forgiving God,
though you punished their misdeeds.



% Exalt the LORD our God
and worship at his holy mountain,
for the LORD our God is holy.

Verses 1 through 3 portray God’s distance from earthhgthiand
verses 4 and 5 emphasize His separation from sin and evil
In the Old Testament God demanded holiness in the lividssof
people. Through Moses, God said to Israel, “You shall e fay
| the LORD your God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2, RSV). The
holiness described in the Old Testament had two meanings:
1. The outward, external, or cewaial
2. The internal, or moral and s

Old Testament ceremonial holiness, described in theaterah
(the first five books of the Old Testament) included igud
dedication to God's service. A complex ritual sanctifiests and
Levites

(Exodus 29:1 "This is what you are to do to consecrate them, so
they may serve me as priests: Take a young bull and two rams
without defect...),

Also the Hebrew Nazirites were

(Numbers 6:1-4* The LORD said to Mose5s!Speak to the
Israelites and say to them: 'If a man or woman wants to make a
special vow, a vow of separation to the LORD as a Nazirtie,
must abstain from wine and other fermented drink and must not
drink vinegar made from wine or from other fermented drink. He
must not drink grape juice or eat grapes or raisthas long as he
is a Nazirite, he must not eat anything that comes from the
grapevine, not even the seeds or sKins.



Prophets like Elisha were also sanctified for a specaihetic
ministry in Israel.

(2 Kings 4:9° She said to her husband, "I know that this man who
often comes our way is a holy man of God.)

and Jeremiah (Jeremiah £:3efore | formed you in the womb |
knew you, before you were born | set you apart; | appointed you
as a prophet to the nations.”)

Also the Old Testament draws attention to the inneratand
spiritual aspects of holiness. Men and women, creatdekiimage
of God, are called to develop the holiness of God’s charan

their own lives (Leviticus 19:2"Speak to the entire assembly of
Israel and say to them: 'Be holy because |, the LORD your God,
am holy.)

In the New Testament the ceremonial holiness prominethiei
Pentateuch moves to the background. Much of Judaism ig’ Jesu
time sought a ceremonial holiness by works.

(Mark 7:1-5:'The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law
who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus and

>saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were
"unclean," that is, unwashed.

3(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their
hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders.

“When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they
wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing
of cups, pitchers and kettles.)



®So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, "Why
don't your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders
instead of eating their food with 'unclean’ hands?"

The New Testament stresses the ethical, internbbr#tan the
external dimension of holiness

(Mark 7:6-12:°He replied, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied
about you hypocrites; as it is written: " 'These people honor me
with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me.

"They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by
men.

8You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the
traditions of men."

°And he said to them: "You have a fine way of setting aside the
commands of God in order to observe your own traditions!

For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother," and,
'‘Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.’

HBut you say that if a man says to his father or mother: "Whatever
help you might otherwise have received from me is Corban’' (that
is, a gift devoted to God),

2then you no longer let him do anything for his father or mother.



With the coming of the Holy Spirit, the early churchiqeaved that
holiness of life was a profound internal reality tHadwdd govern
an individual's thought and attitudes in relation to persoms
objects in the external world.

THE NEW TESTAMENT VIEW OF HOLINESS

The New Testament Greek equivalent of the commonésebr
word for holiness signifies an inner state of freedaymfmoral
fault and a relative harmony with the moral perfecodGod. The
word “godlikeness” or “godliness” captures the sense of the
primary Greek word for holiness. There is another Greakl that
describes the dominant Old Testament concept of holilsess a
external separation from the world and dedication tséneice of
the Lord.

The New Testament writers assumed the Old Testanoemajp of
deity, and so holiness is ascribed to God in relativaly éf their
texts. Jesus affirmed the ethical nature of God whetatight His
disciples that, when they pray, they must esteerfaliger's
name, “Hallowed be thy name” (Matthew 6:9, KJV). In boek
of Revelation the Father God’s moral perfection is aestrated
by the threefold ascription of holiness borrowed fronmalsa
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who wasd is and
is to come” In the Ancient Tongue, the only way to erspt®aa
thought was to repeat it three times. (Revelation 483/)R

Luke, however, thought of God’s holiness in terms ofddminant
Old Testament concept of His transcendence and méiastg

1:49 “¥or the Mighty One has done great things for me— holy is
his name.).



In the same way the holiness of Jesus Christ istasis@rthe New
Testament.

Luke (Luke 1:35%The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”)

(Luke 4:34**'Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are—the Baly
of God!"),

Peter (Acts 3:14*You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and
asked that a murderer be released to you.)

(Hebrews 7:26°Such a high priest meets our need—one who is
holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the
heavens.),

And John, in Revelations 3:7, ascribes holiness to hetikather
and the Son.

™To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:

These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the

key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no
one can open.”

Since the Spirit comes from God and is the instruroé@od’s

holy purposes in the world, he also is absolutely holy.

(Matthew 1:18"°This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about:
His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before



they came together, she was found to be with child through the
Holy Spirit.)

(Matthew 3:16'°As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of
the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.)

God’s “Holy Spirit” underscores the ethical perfectidrhe
presence of Almighty God here with us now.

(John 3:5-8Jesus answered, "l tell you the truth, no one can enter
the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.

®Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.

"You should not be surprised at my saying, "You must be born
again.'

8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So ittis wi
everyone born of the Spirit.")

(John 14:16-17

%And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor
to be with you forever—

the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives
with you and will be in you.

In the New Testament, holiness also characterizeistGhchurch.

The apostle Paul taught that Christ loved the churcldesabfor it
“that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of



water with the wortl(Ephesians 5:26, RSV). Peter addressed the
church as a holy people in language borrowed from the Old
Testament. Separated from the unbelieving nations and
consecrated to the Lord, the church is “a holy natjhdriPeter 2:9).
The New Testament most often discusses holinegdatian to
individual Christians. Believers in Christ are frequenlgignated
as “saints,” literally meaning “holy ones,” since thgh faith God
justifies sinners, pronouncing them “holy” in His sightjustified
sinner is by no means morally perfect, but God does @eclar
believers to be guiltless.

Thus, although Christians at Corinth, for example, vpdagued
with numerous sins, Paul could address His erring friaedbose
who were “sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to betsa{id
Corinthians 1:2, RSV). Despite their problems, the Cloiamt
believers were “holy ones” in Christ.

The New Testament, however, places great stress upaadlity
of practical holiness in the Christian’s daily expergnthe God
who freely declares a person righteous through fai®hinst
commands that the believer progress in holinesseofliif God’s
plan, a growth in holiness should accompany believing. God
graciously gives us the spiritual resources to enable t@mssto
be “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4).

We need to realize that Holiness cannot be won througke so
meaningless ritual. Holiness is a state of mind, a divete ®f
mind. When we know that we have accepted the wonderful
presence of the Holy Spirit, the Mind of Christ, inta diearts
when we were saved, we have taken the first stepgddvadiness.

Holiness is not the clothes you were or the way yoreweur hair.
Too many well meaning Christians have lost the true meaning of
Holiness by trying to appear set apart from the rest ofvtréd by



their dress when their hearts were still wallowingh@ muck and
mire of this world.

Countless numbers of people associate the word “holimedsa
radical group who served themselves instead of God. The same
group of people who believe that, because of their areés
regulations (albeit from the Bible (Old Testament)gythknow the
only way to a state of holiness. | am worried abousdlgeople

and | pray for them. They pick a few of the 600 lawshef®Id
Testament and ignore the rest. They use these fesy tawto

uplift their fellow Christians, but to condemn themisTis not
holiness.

| regret that these cultish Christians even use theerfliness.
Each time they use the law to judge others, they nsiisleack to
the cross. Paul told us in his Epistle to the Romaatsvik could
either live by the law, all 600 of them, or we could krervd
believe that Jesus came to fulfill the law and thatcauld be
justified by our faith in Him. If we choose the law dmgak even
one of them, we have broken them all.

Holiness is a state of mind, the Mind of Christ. When ghange
your mind from the mundane fleshy mind to the glorious mind of
Christ, He will make the other changes in your lifg@th you on

the path of holiness.



Chapter 6
What does the Cross really
mean?

John 19:17

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.
Y'carrying his own cross, he went out to
the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is
called Golgotha).



What does the Cross really mean?

There is an argument that | would like to refute. Saste “if
your brother were to be shot in a drive by shooting, dgal
wear a small, silver-plated assault rifle around yogkne
remember him. If your mother or father or someoneybatreally
care about were to be stabbed to death, would you weaala sm
gold dagger on a chain around your neck?”

In Biblical Days, the days before and during the tinag¢ flesus
walked here on earth, the cross was a despicable syinol
horrible execution. It was an effective and extrenoelbel killing
machine. To the culture of that age, the cross was amnmsnt of
pain and suffering. Crucifixion was one of the most inAnen
methods of execution that the human mind could conceive.

Crucifixion caused death by asphyxiating the victim. &fias
were stretched out, literally pulled out of the shouktmket. This
was to eliminate the arms as a means of support. Thevéee on
a small wedge of wood and the full body weight presse&ehdo
causing it to be increasingly difficult to breathe. Tindyavay that
the victim of crucifixion could breathe would be to preaghe
wedge under his feet to lift his body enough to take allreat

Some times it literally took days for the victim te.dAs the
hours would pass, the victim’s shoulders would swell, ¢lgs |
would begin to cramp and knot up, and the pain would be
excruciating.

If all the people of that time considered the ctodse a symbol
of torture and death, why would the Christians venehe&toss?
Why would they embrace the cross?



Why was Jesus crucified on a cross? Why was he not liung o
scourged to death or stabbed or drawn and quartered? The reaso
began years before with Abraham.

Genesis 22

! Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him,
"Abraham!"
"Here | am," he replied.

2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom
you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a
burnt offering on one of the mountains | will tell you about."

God instructed Abraham to take his beloved son, Isaddptnt
Moriah and sacrifice him. | believe that God wantedde if
Abraham (who represents God’s chosen people) wouldin fa
sacrifice his son as an offering to his God.

| praise God that He chose Abraham because Abrdithas
God instructed him. | know that Abraham’s heart waskinggat
the thought of killing his beloved son on whom God’s prens
Abraham depended. God had promised to Abraham that he would
be the father of nations. Abraham was 100 years old V&aaic
was born. How could God make good on his promise if Isagac, hi
only son with Sarah, was to be sacrificed? You sed,l@ad a
plan. God had already figured things out. He simply wartesg¢
whether Abraham (mankind) loved God more than anything else.

Abraham prepared the wood pier, his altar to the Lol Jaad
his dear son, bound, on the altar. He was just secofw® be



plunging his dagger into the boy when God intervened. &edt
Abraham’s hand and prevented him from sacrificing his sien.
had already prepared the offering. There tangled inrtghtwas a
ram to be used for the sacrifice.

This formed a covenant between God and man. Thisdsé&z
plan that God had already made with His Holy Word anly Ho
Spirit before the beginning. God knew that His creatatam,
would relinquish dominion over this world to Satan. He klest
through the ages sin would permeate the fabric of huynand
stain the world with a rotten stain. He knew thaprider for His
creation to be bought back, redeemed, there would haye d@o
blood offering made to pay for the sins of the people shilurld.

Jesus was the Holy Lamb of God that was offered wonoden
altar on Calvary. That wooden altar was the crossatddm was
willing to sacrifice his son to God on a wooden altar God did
sacrifice His Holy Son on a wooden altar, The Crasshat all
who believe in Him would be redeemed from the sin deddtthey
owed. But the significance of the cross did not stop there

On the day of the crucifixion of Our Lord Jesus Ghtlse sky
grew dark. For the first time, since before the beginoingne,
God had to turn His Holy Eyes away from His Beloved,3éis
Holy Word. Jesus was there to finish that part of Gptiis. He
was there to become the sins of mankind. He was thgyayta
debt that we could not pay.

Taking His Holy Eyes off of His Holy Word for the'dt time
must have been an even greater sacrifice that thdixkutitself.
The pain of this was so terrific that Jesus felt asigin His Holy
Father had abandoned Him. This must have been more Igainfu
Jesus than the bloody scourging that had taken plactnaing.



This was all part of the plan that had been satation thousands
of years before. How alone and abandoned Jesus musfdiav
when God’s gaze was averted. Can you imagine the hbabHe
endured for us. It was such agony that it seemed as thoagh Hi
Father in Heaven had forsaken him. This is, | belithee moment
that is recorded in Mark’s account of the crucifixion:

Mark 15:34 (King James Version)

34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
"Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"—which means, "My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?"

He must have felt utterly abandoned. The physical pairitend
emotional pain were immense. He could sense the abstHde
Father’s gaze. He had become our sin sacrifice and Olyr H
Father in Heaven cannot look upon sin.

Jesus knew that, now that He had become our sinsitima to
finish the work that He and His Father had plannedak time for
Him to pay our debt. It was time to redeem God’s lodticén. He
gazed up to heaven and uttered the declaration of Hisssucce

John 19
3%Vhen he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With
that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

It is finished. Jesus was telling His Heavenly Fatherttiett part
of the plan was finished. He had accomplished His missie
had provided redemption for mankind, for all of those whaldo
accept it.



After declaring that He had accomplished His misgighrjst
made the decision to commend His Spirit to His Heaveatiid¥’s
care. He had stated before that no man could kill Hienhad
dominion over His life. Father God had given this to Hife.
could lay it down and He could pick it up again at His will.

When The Holy Christ gave up the ghost, the earth began
shake. The fury of the weather began to show forth.cfbes
became a sword that rent the veil in the temple, wéagtarated
the Holy of Holies from the outer rooms.

Since the time of Abraham, the section of thepienrm which
God would dwell was separated from the outer, accegsaote of
the temple. Only the high priest was allowed to go th&inner
sanctuary, The Holy of Holies. Only the high priest @bswed to
be in the presence of God. If a man had some reagget to touch
with God, to make sacrifices, etc., He had to do d@ugh the
priests and the high priest.

When Jesus gave His life on the Cross, His Crossnbe the
sword which ripped the veil separating God from His pedijie.
Cross of Jesus gave mankind again access to the Holpe bfo
Father God. No longer is it necessary to seek intecceby
another man. No longer do we have to have a priesk $peas to
God. A new age of divine communication began. Becausesof th
sacrifice of Our Lord and Savior, we, each and everyodus,
have the right and the privilege to go directly to Our eeay
Father in prayer.

An interesting point here is that, the temple way besy during
this Passover Feast. Many Jews from around the knowld wor
came to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover and, of cthag
were want to go to the temple to make oblations and spe&st



to intercede for them, to make a sin offering for th8m. when the
veil separating the public sanctuary from the Holy ofiétowas
torn into two pieces, what would you imagine that thespiod the
temple did? They quickly began to sew the torn veikliagether.
They were trying to separate man from God again so that m
would believe that the only way to reach God was throhein t
intercession. They did not realize that they had jashimad
obsolete, useless and jobless. God Himself had fired beeause
they were obstacle.

The Temple Veil was no ordinary veil. It was probablfpot
thick and weighed a ton. It took an act of God to tearvé@in
half from ceiling to floor.

So far we see that the cross was a killing machingsamment
of torture, of pain and death. The cross instilled &t loathing
to the culture of non-believers.

For the believing Christian we see that the croasnssoden altar
upon which God sacrificed His Holy Word, The Spotless Lamb,
pay the sin debt of all who would receive it. There dadht
redemption for all.

Read John 3:1&:0r God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, thathosoevelbelieves in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.

That same altar is the altar where we too can seefurselves to
God. That same altar is the altar upon which we alk@ évery
problem that we have and leave them there.

God made no distinction between men. He didn’t saydoresor
for a few. In Acts Chapter 10 verse 34 we re@ten Peter



opened his mouth, and said; of a truth | perceive @ad is no
respecter of persons

#But in every nation he that fears him, and works righteousness,
is accepted by him.

You need to understand that God created all of us, everpfaus,
white, black, Asian, etc. He loves us all equally.

For the believing Christian the Cross of Jesus Ciwasta great
and mighty sword, which ripped that temple veil in hBjf.this
cross he wants to let us know that there is no vparsging us
from Him. When that veil between God’s presence andwamn
torn apart the believing Christian could enter into tles@nce of
God. No longer was it necessary for a believer tolrézod
through the intercession of another man.

So many believers, even the sainted disciples of J&sust lost
hope. In their eyes and hearts Jesus had been killeg dichaot
remember the words that Jesus had given them, the prdmise.
Mathew chapter 16 we read

?IFrom that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be
killed and on the third day be raised to life.

They were afraid and scattered. Zechariah chapter 13easd#/
says

« 7 »Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who
is close to me!" declares the LORD Almighty. "Strike the



shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, and | will turn my hand
against the little ones.”

It was on the first day of the week, on the third dagrafesus’
crucifixion that it was discovered that Jesus had riden.

prophecy had come to pass. The promise was kept. Jesusdvas a
is alive!

To the believer the cross had become the key tloabbaned the
tomb where hope had been buried. The cross was thedtey th
opened the door to Salvation and Righteousness. Withegttlss
there would have been no key.

The cross was:

1. A cruel instrument of pain and death.

2. A'wooden altar upon which The Sacrifice was made for
our sin

3. A sword which rent the veil that separated man from
God

4. A key that opened the door to Salvation.

This is the reason that believers venerate thes cloepresents
Redemption, Union, Salvation, and Righteousness. Taatnthe
empty cross honors God. Too often people wear a crolsshe
body of Christ still hanger there. Christ is no lontiere.

We cannot separate any of these aspects of the Tamssften
Christians will cling to one portion and disregard the o#spects.



Too many Christians have grabbed onto the stone thaidsie
tomb and have hung it around their necks. Too many whHegwso
to be Christians pick and choose which aspects of tiss that
they will venerate. We must accept all of the aspaatsbenefits
of the cross.

This, to me, is the rebuttal for the argument thaftctioss is
simply a symbol of death. It is not just a symbol cdttiebut the
reality of life. It represents life and life in almance. | don’'t want
part of it. | don’t want a small portion. | want #ilat God wants
me to have it all. His plan is a complete plans hot a buffet for
us to pick and choose what we are hungry for at that momen

Join us for an in depth Success Training Bible Studyeat th
Christian Success Institute



http://christian-success-institute.com/

Chapter 7

|s the Holy Bible the Word of
God?

2 Peter 1:20-21

“’Above all, you must understand that no
prophecy of Scripture came about by the
prophet's own interpretation.

“For prophecy never had its origin in the
will of man, but men spoke from God as
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.



Is the Holy Bible the Word of God?

There have literally been thousands of volumes evritb support
the fact that the Holy Bible is truly the word of Géar the sake
of brevity, | will not bring all of this forward now.here are,
however, some very necessary points that one musideons

The Holy Bible is a tool for understanding the will&@bd for our
lives, if we will pay attention to what it has to gayus on a
personal level. The Holy Bible is God’s message to antif
people. In it are 66 books containing stories, prophecy, and
guidelines for godly (holy) living. God, through His Holy Spir
inspired men from the time of Moses until the ApoBtdeil, to pen
His words so His message could be given to each of us.

The Holy Bible contains specific revelations from Glb@xplains
the nature of God, how He desires us to act, and thetjesnaf
our rejecting his message and the reward for applying Hisl\féor
our lives. The Holy Bible contains hundreds of answerkedtig
guestions in life: Who created the universe? What isrig@ning

of our existence? How can | be sure to spend eterndéynasmber
of God’s Family?

The Holy Bible is one of the most widely read bookthm entire
world, translated into almost every language. It istemito two
distinct groups of people.

1.) To people who do not know Jesus Christ, the Holy Bible
proclaims the message of his loving and redeeming work.
It has touched millions of Hearts with its promises of
renewal and salvation for those who may not have any
hope.



2.) For Believers, Christians, the Holy Bible servesas
guidebook, a manual explaining who God is, what Christ
has done and will do for us, and how we should live in
order to reflect His wonderful work (His image) in us.
How we are to maintain His image in us

THE OLD TESTAMENT

The Old Testament is made up of 39 books primarily writien
Hebrew. It explains the story of God’s work on ednélfore He
caused His Holy Word, Jesus Christ, to be born. Ovetdhese of
a thousand years, about 30 writers, including Moses hisaia
Daniel, David, and Jeremiah contributed writings to the Old
Testament. It can be split into three main sectibiisory, Poetry,
and Prophecy.

THE HISTORY BOOKS

The books containing the history of God’s interactiorhwit
mankind begins with Moses’ five books, the Pentateuchs& be
books contain such stories as God'’s creation of the rggiyAdam
and Eve’s fall from grace in the Garden of Eden, thatgf®ood in
Noah’s time, and the Israelites’ exodus out of bondadgayypt.
The Pentateuch contains God’s first laws for His pedfiese
laws were given to Moses in the Ten Commandmentsdis
20:1-17) and were meant to instruct the Israelites (and all
believers) to honor God in everything they do.

Israel became a very powerful nation after moving ih&oland
God had promised them. Beginning with Saul, the first king o
Israel, the history books tell the story of other leadKing David,



his son Solomon, and the other kings that followed. Sangs,
like King Asa, followed God'’s laws and were blessed by God.
Other kings, like King Ahab, set up idols and disobeyed's50
laws. Because of their disobedience, God said He waald e
Israel’'s reign as a great nation, and it was eventgaliyguered
and enslaved by the empires of Assyria and Babylon.

Even though God loved the Hebrew people dearly, He édtamd
it necessary to chastise them.

THE POETRY BOOKS

There are five books of poetry in the middle of the Tddtament,
written, for the most part, by King David and King Solomon.
These books include songs praising God (Psalms), books of
wisdom (Proverbs and Ecclesiastes), and a wonderfelgoem
between a bride and groom (Song of Songs). These booesaser
wonderful meditations on God’s love for us, his powesrall of
creation, and his desire for us to respect and fear higo. W& are
warned about the power of darkness, which tries to trap tirei
snare of sin.

THE PROPHECY BOOKS

Following the five poetry books come the prophetic bookstesm
by sixteen different authors. There are the MajapRets, such as
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel, who wrote very involveakbpand
there are Minor Prophets, such as Haggai, Zecharidhylafachi,
whose books are shorter but just as powerful. Thesksdeal
with God'’s disappointment in the Hebrew people for nepiey
His commands and covenants. They remind the peopledi$ Go
unconditional love for them and foreshadow the comingsiaés
who would redeem His people forever.



THE NEW TESTAMENT

The New Testament was written in Greek with the ptioa of the
book of The Gospel according to Mathew that was writte
Aramaic, and its twenty-seven books were writteftegpan of
about fifty years. The New Testament is primarily @@med with
the redemptive work of Jesus Christ and the early Gdmishurch.
It also gives wonderful guidance concerning godly living. The
New Testament can also be split into three maitiase history,
the epistles, and prophecy.

THE GOSPELS

The first three books of the New Testament are yhesic
gospels, which tell the story of Jesus’ birth, life,tleand
resurrection. The fourth book is the Gospel accordingptin.
They also record the words Jesus spoke to his discipeg a
following him and continuing his work after his eventual retiar
Heaven. Each Gospel was written to a different segofahie
population of the first century world but also apply to the
segmentation of the world today.

The Gospel according to Mathew was written to guide thieréiv
people to believe that Jesus Christ is the Messiah.ig the

reason for the long genealogy in the first chapterwideted to
show the Jewish people that Jesus was indeed descendédtidrom
Line of King David, according to prophesy.

The Gospel of Mark was written with the Roman peopieiimd.
They were a nation of people who respected power andriyth
When reading the Gospel according to Mark, note the ensgpbias
the power and authority of Jesus Christ.



The Gospel according to Luke was written to the Greek satgofie
the population. The Greeks were a mystically orienteglped ou
will see as you read The Gospel according to Luke thag drer
more miracles and the tone is more spiritual.

The fourth Gospel, the Gospel according to John, watewrtid
tell everyone of the divine nature of Jesus Christ a\@w
became man.

Following the gospels, the beginnings of the early charchthe
work of Jesus’ disciples in performing miracles and greacthe
gospel are recorded in the book of Acts. This is the bétheo
early history of the Christian faith. There are manyaseinations
that do not reverence the Book of Acts. There are many
important events in this most amazing book. The faigiht of one
of the great promises of God to us is in this book. Therdadife
the Holy Spirit of the One and True Living God is recoumteithe
book of The Acts of the Apostles.

THE EPISTLES

Following the book of Acts are the epistles, or kstthe Apostle
Paul and others wrote to encourage the first Christiatigin
walk with Jesus Christ. The epistles provide admonitants
exhortations and great insights into God’s desires foewveryday
lives.

THE PROPHECY BOOK

The final book of the New Testament is The RevelatominJesus
Christ to John, which is a prophetic book detailing Cleistturn
to claim His Bride, the body of believers known as@heirch.



THE TRUTH AND AUTHORITY OF THE HOLY BIBLE

Many people claim that all truth is relative and tietré is no such
thing as a completely authoritative God. For these people,
Christianity is a matter of opinion or preference,tf@re is no one
set of beliefs that are absolutely true.

But God has given us the glorious universe and all that iken it
as a reminder of his majesty and authority. We arerngan inner
desire for a relationship with him. Even though God givesahe
signs to us, some still refuse to listen to him anchacbrding to
his will. This is one of the purposes of the Holy Bildlae Holy
Bible is God'’s “special revelation.” In simple wordsitleveryone
can understand, the Holy Bible reminds us of our sinfturea
through the law and of our justification through ourtait His
Son Jesus. It shows us that we have a daily respatysibilGod
and his commands. From reading the Holy Bible, we knatv th
God is all-powerful, and that He has unlimited authaoitgr all
people. When we reject what the Holy Bible has to sayst we
are in essence rejecting God himself and then foolddahying the
authority He has over all of Creation.

When we read the Holy Bible, we see that people havayal
rebelled against God. The Israelites wandered through the
wilderness because they did not believe God would protest.th
King Ahab erected idols to false gods. Jonah refused to go t
Nineveh despite God’'s command. Ignoring God’s promises of
blessing for us, we consistently disobey him and follenwawn
desires and wishes. The Holy Bible is a wonderful reniofle
God'’s eternal authority over all people.

Many of the same people who deny the authority of Godsalgo
that the Holy Bible is not absolutely true because msmone to
human error-wrote it down. While it is true that thilisal authors



were not perfect people, the Holy Bible is clear atisg that it is
a work inspired by God and is therefore perfect.

The Apostle Paul writes that all Scripture is “God-hned” (2
Timothy 3:16), and Peter explains that “prophecy nevertsad i
origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God lasyt were
carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). This ugs both
the Old Testament and the New Testament. Becaused¥ (6oe
for us, He would never lead us astray by giving us a HddeBi
that was not absolutely true. His Holy Word is as laso&ite guide
to the truth. His Word will not come back void.

GOD'S COVENANT

“Testament” means “covenant” or “promise.” The HBIiple
reminds us of God’s covenant with his people-first wlhth t
Hebrews and eventually with all people. The Holy Bitiagkes it
possible for us to understand what God expects from us intorder
maintain this covenant and nurture a wonderful relatignafith

Him.

The Old Testament talks about many covenants, bub e
most important of these is God’s covenant with therele
children in the Ten Commandments. After giving his fiastd to
the people of Israel, God said, “Take care to followdt@mands,
decrees, and laws | give you today. If you pay atteritidhese
laws and are careful to follow them, then the LordryGod will
keep His covenant of love with you, as He swore to your
forefathers” (Deuteronomy 7:11-12).

When Israel followed these guidelines and worshiped Gagkalo
their kingdom thrived. They moved into the Promised Laihd



Canaan and became a very powerful nation. When lsraké the
covenant by being disobedient to God, He sent enemietati at
and enslave them. The Old Testament describes the nusnero
opportunities that God gave Israel to keep their coveneaitits
Him and how they were often unwilling to do so. The ke
had no hope of earning God'’s favor as long as they westartty
sinful and rebellious.

When the Israelites went through tough times, God nievgot
them. He assured them that they would eventually be meztke
God sent prophets to tell of the “new covenant” whiciuld come
in the form of the Messiah (His Chosen Savior).

Jesus Christ was the instrument of this new coveBatause He
came to earth, became our sin, died on the crose astimate
sacrifice for us; Jesus did away with the need for toaacrifice
animals to God. The only requirement of God’s new coveisan
simply believe in Jesus Christ.

The New Testament provides the details of God’s neeamt,
which is available to all people, not just the Hebrews.

God’s covenant will not change. We can accept or reybet the
Holy Bible tells us, but we cannot change it. Godprasnised that
if anyone accepts His covenant, he will ultimatelygper, and He
will care for him or her. For those that do not ace¢kjstcovenant,
God promises harsh judgment.

The Holy Bible is the story of God’s covenant witfop&e-how it
was first established with the Israelites and was Etegended to
all people through the redeeming work of Jesus Christ. Wieen
read and follow what it has to say, we are particigaitirthe very



same covenant as the people in the Holy Bible. ThedwbGod
is eternal.

INSPIRATION
INSPIRATION refers to the way GOD guided those who wrote
His Holy Word.

The Holy Bible is not simply a collection of stajdables, myths,
or human ideas about who God is. It is not a humak.bbiarough
the Holy Spirit, God revealed His nature and plan to tedec
believers, who wrote His message for His people (rPeR0-21).
This process is known as inspiration. The writers wiate their
own personal, historical, and cultural contexts. Althotigdy used
their own minds, talents, language, and style, thetewvhat God
wanted them to write.

INSPIRATION ATESTS TO THE RELIABILITY OF GOD’S
WORD

Scripture is complete truth because God was in conttbbse

who wrote it. God used frail human beings, but the trhihs
caused to be recorded are God’'s message to us. The scrgpures
authoritative directives for our faith and for our lifghe Holy

Bible is “inspired by God.” Read it, and use its teachinggiide
you in your life now.

GOD'’S INSPIRED WORD IS A WAY HE IMPARTS HIS
SPIRIT INTO OUR LIFE.

All of the Holy Bible is God’s inspired Word. Becauseési
inspired and trustworthy, we should read it and apply iutdite.
The Holy Bible is the standard by which we must testythigng
else that claims to be true. It is our safeguard agaifsst feaching



and our source of guidance for our lives. It is our only s®of
knowledge about our salvation. God wants to show you what i
true and equip you to live for Him. The amount of time gpand
in God’s Word will determine the depth of your relationshifh
Him. Read it regularly and discover God’s truth and become
steadfast in your life and in your faith. Develop a gtarreading
the entire Holy Bible, not just the familiar passages.

HOLY BIBLE READING : 2 Peter 1:12-21

1250 | will always remind you of these things, even though you
know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have.

13 think it is right to refresh your memory as long as | live in the
tent of this body,

Y“pecause | know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus
Christ has made clear to me.

>And I will make every effort to see that after my deparyore
will always be able to remember these things.

%We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you
about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were
eyewitnesses of his majesty.

YFor he received honor and glory from God the Father when the
voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my
Son, whom [ love; with him | am well pleased.”

¥ne ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we
were with him on the sacred mountain.



And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and
you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts.

?Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture
came about by the prophet's own interpretation.

?IFor prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

INSPIRATION MEANS THAT GOD IS THE ULTIMATE
SOURCE OF THE HOLY BIBLE.

"It was the Holy Spirit who moved the prophets to speainf
God” simply states that Scripture did not come from teative
work of the prophets’ own invention or interpretati@ad
inspired the writers; therefore their message is atithend
reliable. God used the talents, education, and cultackigsround
of each writer (they were not mindless robots). Hel esech
specific man for each specific message. God directedtiters in
such a way to ensure that the message He intendecibdslly
communicated in the very words they wrote.

Whatever else we may think about the Holy Bible, it's padsible
to reject it on the grounds that the document itself isn’t
trustworthy. The Holy Bible we have today is essentidie same
book it has been for over two thousand years. If veeptcthe
writings of Shakespeare or Emerson on the basis dfeudence,
then certainly we must accept the Holy Bible on timat @vidence.



No matter who argues that the Holy Bible is not releviam is
sadly mistaken. There is only one way to truly unédecthe Holy
Word of God. Read it with spiritual eyes and a believingthéda
will come alive for you when you accept it as the triitle,
absolute truth. It will guide you through any of life’sats. It will
answer all of your questions.

Before you begin reading, pray that the Holy Spirithef One and
True Living God will guide you to understand what God’s ptan i
for you. He will.

Join us for an in depth Success Training Bible Studyeat th
Christian Success Institute



http://christian-success-institute.com/

Chapter 8

How do | worship?

John 4:23

Yet a time is coming and has now come
when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for they are the

kind of worshipers the Father seeks.



WORSHIP IS FIRST AND FOREMOST AN ENCOUNTER
WITH THE LIVING AND HOLY GOD.

At God’s command, Moses removed his sandals and covered his
face. Taking off his shoes was an act of revererm®/eying his

own unworthiness before God. God is our friend, but s our
sovereign Lord. To approach him frivolously shows a faick
respect and sincerity. When you come to God in worshippdo y
approach him casually, or do you come as though you were an
invited guest before a king? If necessary, adjust yoim@etso it

is suitable for approaching a holy God.

Exodus 3:5“Do not come any closer,” God told him. “Take off
your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground.”

WORSHIP IS AS REAL AS THE PARTICIPATION OF THE
WORSHIPERS.

God gave his people many rituals and instructions to folldiv. A
the rituals in Leviticus were meant to teach the peaepligable
lessons. But over time, the people became indiffecetite
meanings of these rituals, and they began to lose towbH3ed.
He sent His Holy Word to fulfill the law and to redeaus from
these ritual expectations.

Even today, some churches have instituted ritual and rienitas
worship. When your church appears to be conducting dry,
meaningless rituals, realize that your worship becomearuty
meaningless. Develop your spiritual relationship with God. €om
before Him with love and thanksgiving in your heart. Ask Holy
Spirit of God to lead you into the worship that God wddge

you do. Your worship will be revitalized.



God created us to worship Him. He created us to worship iHim i
the beauty of Holiness. So many people simply coméuoct,
grunt a few prayers and lip sink a few hymns, repeat a mesaboriz
prayer or two and leave as empty as they arrived.

We should not simply attend church out of a sense cfatimn.
This is meaningless. It does not entertain you and ngridoes
not please God. If we could understand that worship is our
opportunity to thank God for all of the wonderful blessimgsur
lives, we could then approach the presence of God widwa n
found respect for the most Magnificent and most Pow&dirhg
ever to exist. It is a shame that we will show the€OGE a
company more respect than we show El Shaddai, the Gtestor
of the universe.

We should look forward to having the opportunity to gather with
other believers to worship our Holy God, our Lord of Lordd a
King of Kings. We should approach Church time with the same
excitement and anticipation we do to the Super Bowl. hdeilsl

be excited to have the opportunity to commune as a aigpbody
with the Sweetest Holy Spirit in the universe.

We need to prepare ourselves with a sincere anticipaionge
sense of excitement and awe, as the time for copwratship
approaches. Too often we simply rush to get ready anc ati
church haggard and frustrated.

We need to instill in our children the excitement of hgvan
opportunity to be blessed by the presence of God. When you
anticipate going to church as much as you anticipatecetinge
with your first love, you have begun to prepare yourself fo
worship



WORSHIP IS OFFERING THE BEST THAT WE HAVE TO
CHRIST.

The Wise Men brought gifts and worshiped Jesus for whoase w
They honored Him because they knew Him to be Gody The
sought Him to give of themselves and not to beg for what the
fleshy hearts desired. This is the essence of true wehsimoring
Christ for who he is and being willing to give him whavaduable
to you. Worship God because he is the perfect, just, anghdim
Creator of the universe, worthy of the best you have . giv

Too often believers think that prayer, a truest form ofship, is
nothing more that a chance to lift up their wish listh® genie in
the sky. “Oh God, give me this!” and “Oh God | need thaité all
self absorbed. We need to approach our Creator with &ode
Adoration. He knows what you need and what you want. Vitlgen
time to worship God, it's about Him and not about us.Jdsus
Christ, should be our focus and we should be consumedawith
desire to be in His presence, to honor Him, to worshimp.Hi
Worship means to “bow down”, “to surrender”. We cannottrul
surrender to God when all we have on our minds is wkatant
and need.

Look forward to church (corporate worship) with the same
anticipation that you would feel as the time approachegdur
favorite activity. Give God your best, not what's lefeo. He gave
you His Best. We live now simply to prepare for our etgrwith
God. This life is short compared to eternity.

Only a fool tries to hold onto things that will eventyalkecay
instead of treasures that are eternal.



Scriptural References

How is worshiping God important to my relationship with Him?

1 Chronicles 16:29. . . Give to The Lord The glory He deserves!
Bring your offering and come to worship Him. Worship Thed_or

in His entire holy splendor.

Our Creator is worthy of our best, not what is leftover.

Psalm 145:3. .. Great is The Lord! He is most worthy of praise!

His greatness is beyond discovery!

Worship is the recognition of who God is, and of who we are in

relation to Him.

Exodus 29:43. . . | will meet the people of Israel There, and The
Tabernacle will be sanctified by my glorious presence.
God meets with His people in a powerful way when they worship

Him together.

Deuteronomy 31:11. . . You must read this law to all the people



of Israel when they assemble before The Lord your &ddhe
place He chooses.

Micah 4:2 . .. Come; let us go up to The mountain of The Lord, to
The Temple of The God of Israel. There He will teastHis
ways, so that we may obey Him.

Public, corporate worship gives God’s people an important
opportunity to hear His word proclaimed and learn about God’s
Devine Nature and His ways.

Psalm 5:7. . . Because of your unfailing love, | can enter your
house; with deepest awe | will worship at your Temple.

God loves us passionately. We should also worship Him with
passion.

Isaiah 6:3. .. In a great chorus they sang, “Holy, holy, helyhe
Lord Almighty! The whole earth is filled with His gig!”

Worship is a fitting response to God’s holiness, power, and grace.

Revelation 4:9-11. . . Whenever The living beings give glory and
honor and thanks to The one sitting on The throne ofilkevho
lives forever and ever, The twenty-four elders fall dand

worship The one who lives forever and ever. And They lagir
crowns before The throne and say, “You are worthigp@l our
God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you created
everything, and it is for your pleasure that They existvaeck
created.”

Our worship of God is a prelude and preparation for Heaven



What should worshiping God include?

Psalm 96:4. . . Great is The Lord! He is most worthy of praise!
is to be revered above all the gods.

We worship God alone because He alone is worthy of our utmost
devotion.

1 Chronicles 13:3. . . [David said,] “It is time to bring back The
Ark of our God, for we neglected it during the reign atis’

Do you worship out of a genuine love for God or out of a vague
sense of guilt? God wants a heartfelt response from us, like
David’s, not a distant acknowledgment like Saul’'s

Genesis 35:2-3 . . Jacob told everyone in His household,
“Destroy your idols, wash yourselves, and put on cleathicig.
We are now going to Bethel, where | will build an at@aiThe God
who answered my prayers when | was in distress. Hataged
with me wherever | have gone.”

Prepare yourself to inter into the presence of God.

Deuteronomy 11:16 . . Do not let your Heart turn away from The
Lord to worship other gods.

We must worship only our Holy God! Too often our love and
attention is directed toward money, sports, other people, things of
this world.

Exodus 3:5. . . “Do not come any closer,” God told Him. “Take
off your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground.”



When we enter God’s presence in worship, we should recognize
that we are standing on holy ground.

Psalm 35:18. . . Then | will thank you in front of The entire
congregation. | will praise you before all the people.

Our worship should include praise and giving thanks to God for
what He has done for us.

1 Chronicles 13:6-8 . . David and all Israel were celebrating
before God with all Their might, singing and playingkatids of
musical instruments-lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbats,
trumpets.

Worship can take the form of a joyous celebration with musical
instruments.

Psalm 95:6. . . Come, let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel
before The Lord our maker.

Worship means to honor, to bow down, to surrendeeeling and
bowing are appropriate postures for worship.

Hebrews 12:28 .. . Since we are receiving a Kingdom that cannot
be destroyed, let us be thankful and please God by warghiim
with holy fear and awe.

Holy fear (respect) and awe should accompany thanksgiving as
our attitude in worship.

Amos 5:21-24. . . | hate all your show and pretense-The hypocrisy
of your religious festivals and solemn assemblies.



Public worship is worse than useless when it is done without
sincerity and the fruit of righteous living. You can't live likellH
during The week and then expect God’s Holy Presence during
worship.

How important is worship?

Exodus 34:8. . . Moses immediately fell to The ground and
worshiped.

We, as Moses, should realize the honor we have to be in The
presence of Almighty God.

2 Kings 17:36. . . Worship only The Lord, who brought you out of
Egypt with such mighty miracles and power. You must worship
Him and bow before Him; offer sacrifices to Him alone

We must worship only our Holy God! Too often our love and
attention is directed toward money, sports, other people, things of
this world.

1 Chronicles 16:29. . . Give to The Lord The glory He deserves!
Bring your offering and come to worship Him. Worship Thed_or
in His entire holy splendor.

We must offer our very best, our first fruits, to God and His
service.

Psalm 145:3. .. Great is The Lord! He is most worthy of praise!
His greatness is beyond discovery!



We do not consider the fact that the most Magnificent Holy God,
The Creator of The entire universe, allows us to be in His Holy
presence.

Isaiah 66:1-2. . . This is what The Lord says: “Heaven is my
throne, and The earth is my footstool. Could you evéd loe a

temple as good as that? Could you build a dwelling placené?
My hands have made both Heaven and earth, and theyiraeel,
The Lord, have spoken! | will bless those who have huietde

contrite Hearts, who tremble at my word.”

Worship is the recognition of who God is, and of who we are in
relation to Him.

Genesis 35:1 . . God said to Jacob, “Now move on to Bethel and
settle There. Build an altar there to worship me-Thd Gbo
appeared to you when you fled from your brother, Esau.”

In The Old Testament, worship was accompanied by sacrifice,
which was the means by which people formed and maintained their
relationship with God. Since God made the ultimate sacrifice for

us through Jesus Christ, His Holy Word, we no longer are

required to sacrifice animals to appease Him. We must sacrifice
ourselves. Read in Paul’'s Epistle to The Romans, chapter 12
Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offe
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is
your spiritual act of worship.

Exodus 29:43. . . | will meet The people of Israel There, and The
Tabernacle will be sanctified by my glorious presence.

God has told us that He will be present when we gather to worship
Him.



1 Kings 8:10-11. . . As The priests came out of the inner
sanctuary, a cloud filled The Temple of The Lord. Thestsie
could not continue their work because The glorious presgnce
The Lord filled The Temple.

The presence of God’s Holy Spirit is truly will fill you witheaw

2 Chronicles 7:1 .. . When Solomon finished praying, fire flashed
down from Heaven and burned up The burnt offerings and
sacrifices, and The glorious presence of The Lord filled

Temple.

God meets with His people in a powerful way when they worship
Him together.

Deuteronomy 31:11 ... You must read this law to all the people
of Israel when they assemble before The Lord your &ddhe
place He chooses.

The presentation and reading of God’s Holy Word is integral to
worship.

Micah 4:2 . .. “Come, let us go up to The mountain of The Lord,
to The Temple of The God of Israel. There He will teas His
ways, so that we may obey Him.”

Public, corporate worship gives God’s people an important
opportunity to Hear His Holy Word proclaimed and learn about
God’s Devine Nature and His ways.

Psalm 5:7. . . Because of your unfailing love, | can enter your
house; with deepest awe | will worship at your Temple.



Worship should be an intense and awe inspiring experience.

Psalm 47:7 ... God is The King over all the earth. Praise Him
with a psalm!

Worship is not for our entertainment. It is our attempt to entertain
God.

Psalm 95:1. .. Come,; let us sing to The Lord! Let us give a
joyous shout to the rock of our salvation!

The opportunity to worship Almighty God should be a happy time,
not a time of moaning and sorrow.

Psalm 100:1-4. . . Shout with joy to The Lord, O earth! Worship
The Lord with gladness. Come before Him, singing with jo
Acknowledge that The Lord is God! He made us, and weHzs.
We are His people, the sheep of His pasture. Enter lths gath
thanksgiving; go into His courts with praise. Give thatakklim
and bless His name.

Isaiah 6:3. .. In a great chorus they sang, “Holy, holy, hielyhe
Lord Almighty! The whole earth is filled with His gig!”

Worship is a fitting response to God’s holiness, power, and grace.

Matthew 14:33. . . Then the disciples worshiped Him. “You
really are The Son of God!” They exclaimed.

Christ is worthy of our worship

Revelation 4:9-11. . . Whenever The living beings give glory and
honor and thanks to The one sitting on The throne ofikevho



lives forever and ever, The twenty-four elders fall dand
worship The one who lives forever and ever. And They lagir
crowns before The throne and say, “You are worthizp@l our
God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you created
everything, and it is for your pleasure that They existveeick
created.”

Revelation 5:11-12 . . Then | looked again, and | Heard the
singing of thousands and millions of angels around tlenéand
the living beings and the elders. And they sang in a migiinbyus:
“The Lamb is worthy-The Lamb who was killed. He is tingrto
receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and hador
glory and blessing.”

Our worship of God is a prelude to Heaven.

HOW SHOULD | WORSHIP GOD?

Genesis 35:2-3 .. Jacob told everyone in His household,
“Destroy your idols, wash yourselves, and put on cleathicig.
We are now going to Bethel, where | will build an at@aiThe God
who answered my prayers when | was in distress. Hataged
with me wherever | have gone.”

Exodus 20:2-4 . . “| am The Lord your God, who rescued you
from slavery in Egypt. Do not worship any other gods besie.
Do not make idols of any kind, whether in the shape oflord
animals or fish.”

Deuteronomy 11:16. . . Do not let your Heart turn away from The
Lord to worship other gods.



Revelation 22:9. . . Again He said, “No, don’t worship me. | am a
servant of God, just like you and your brothers The prophsts
well as all who obey what is written in this scrdlorship God!”

We must worship only God!

Exodus 3:5 . . “Do not come any closer,” God told Him. “Take
off your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground.”

When we enter God’s presence in worship, we should recognize
that we are standing on holy ground.

Psalm 9:11. . . Sing praises to The Lord who reigns in Jerusalem.
Tell the world about His unforgettable deeds.

Psalm 35:18. .. Then | will thank you in front of the entire
congregation. | will praise you before all the people.

Hebrews 13:15. . . With Jesus’ Help, let us continually offer our
sacrifice of praise to God by proclaiming the glory of kiasne.

Our worship should include praise and giving thanks to God for
what He has done.

Psalm 30:4. . . Sing to The Lord, all you godly ones! Praise His
holy name.

Psalm 147:1. . . Praise The Lord! How good it is to sing praises to
our God! How delightful and how right!

Ephesians 5:19 . . Then you will sing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs among yourselves, making music to The ibord
your Hearts.



Singing is an important part of our worship to God

Psalm 33:2. . . Praise The Lord with melodies on the lyre; make
music for Him on The ten-stringed harp.

Psalm 71:22 . . Then | will praise you with music on the harp,
because you are faithful to your promises, O God. Iswmly for
you with a lyre, O Holy One of Israel.

Psalm 150:3-5. . . Praise Him with a blast of the trumpet; praise
Him with The lyre and harp! Praise Him with The tamboe and
dancing; praise Him with stringed instruments and flutesise
Him with a clash of cymbals; praise Him with loud clargi
cymbals.

Musical instruments have an important role to play in our worship

Deuteronomy 31:12-13 . . Call them all together-men, women,
children, and the foreigners living in your towns, so thnay
listen and learn to fear The Lord your God and caretlgy all
the terms of this law. Do this so that your children whwe not
known these laws will Hear Them and will learn to f€ae Lord
your God. Do this as long as you live in the land you srssing
The Jordan to occupy.

2 Chronicles 20:13. . . As all The men of Judah stood before The
Lord with Their little ones, wives, and children.

It is good for everyone in the family to be present together for
corporate worship.



1 Chronicles 13:6-8 . . David and all Israel were celebrating
before God with all Their might, singing and playingkatids of
musical instruments-lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbats,
trumpets.

Worship can take the form of a joyous celebration with instruments
of music.

1 Chronicles 15:16. . . David also ordered The Levite leaders to
appoint a choir of Levites who were singers and musi¢@ssg
joyful songs to The accompaniment of lyres, harps,cgnibals.

A choir can aid in worship.

1 Chronicles 16:4-6. . . David appointed The following Levites to
lead The people in worship before The Ark of The Lordskire

for His blessings and giving thanks and praise to The Lord, The
God of Israel.

Worship leaders can help guide God’s people in worship.

Psalm 95:6. . . Come, let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel
before The Lord our maker.

Kneeling and bowing are appropriate postures for worship.
Hebrews 12:28. . . Since we are receiving a Kingdom that cannot
be destroyed, let us be thankful and please God by warghiim
with holy fear and awe.

Holy fear and awe should accompany thanksgiving as our attitude
in worship.



1 Chronicles 29:10-13 . . Then David praised The Lord in The
presence of the whole assembly: “O Lord, The God of ncestor
Israel, may you be praised forever and ever! Yours, @,Ls the
greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and thestya
Everything in The Heavens and on earth is yours, O lad this
is your kingdom. We adore you as the one who is ovéhialys.
Riches and honor come from you alone, for you rule over
everything. Power and might are in your hand, and it yoar
discretion that people are made great and given stre@gthr
God, we thank you and praise your glorious name!”

1 Timothy 2:8 .. . Wherever you assemble, | want men to pray
with holy hands lifted up to God, free from anger andicmersy.

Public prayer is an important part of corporate worship.

Amos 5:21-24. . . | hate all your show and pretense-The hypocrisy
of your religious festivals and solemn assembliesllinsi accept
your burnt offerings and grain offerings. | won'’t everic® all

your choice peace offerings. Away with your hymns ofgafa

They are only noise to my ears. | will not listerybar music, no
matter how lovely it is. Instead, | want to see ahtydlood of

justice, a river of righteous living that will never rdry.

Public worship is worse than useless when done without sincerity
and the fruit of righteous living.

Matthew 2:11 . .. They entered the house where the child and His
mother, Mary, were, and they fell down before Him amadshiped
Him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gaveifigrof
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Worship should be accompanied by giving God our all.



Acts 2:46. . . They worshiped together at The Temple each day,
met in homes for The Lord’s Supper, and shared Their mats
great joy and generosity.

John 4:23-24. . . God is Spirit, so those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and in truth.

Worship must be in spirit and in truth. When we read Ephesians
Chapter 1 verse 1, we are told that we are “in Christ, in Heavenly
places”. This means that right now your spirit is in Christ who is
seated at the right hand of the Father.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26. . . This is what The Lord Himself said,
and | pass it on to you just as | received it. On Thiatnidhen He
was betrayed, The Lord Jesus took a loaf of bread, and kbe
had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is my badych is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In Bagne way,
He took the cup of wine after supper, saying, “This cup in¢he
covenant between God and you, sealed by The shedding of my
blood. Do this in remembrance of me as often as you drirkor
every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are
announcing The Lord’s death until He comes again.

The Lord’s Supper is both an act of worship to God and an act of
fellowship among believers.

1 Corinthians 14:26 .. . Well, my brothers and sisters, let’s

summarize what | am saying. When you meet, one will sing,
another will teach, another will tell some spec@lalation God
has given, one will speak in an unknown language, vaimtgher



will interpret what is said. But everything that is dongstrbe
useful to all and build them up in The Lord.

Everyone has something valuable to contribute to public worship,
but all things must be done in good order.

Is there a right way or a wrong way to worshigRould our worship
be somber and serious or full of joy and praise?

Leviticus 10:1-3. . . In this way, they disobeyed The Lord by
burning before Him a different kind of fire than He had
commanded.

Worship is a response to the holiness of God and therefore should
be respectful and reverent.

Psalm 95:1-7 .. Come, let us sing to The Lord . . . Let us kneel
before The Lord our maker.

Matthew 2:11. . . They entered the house where the child and His
mother, Mary, were, and they fell down before Him amadshiped
Him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gaveifisn

True worship involves both kneeling in humble adoration and
rejoicing in celebration.

1 Chronicles 6:31-32 . . David assigned the following men to
lead the music at the house of The Lord.

From ancient times, music always played a central role in worship.

Exodus 20:3 .. . Do not worship any other gods besides me.



Daniel 3:8-20 .. . Your Majesty can be sure that we will never
serve your gods or worship the gold statue.

No matter how great the pressure, we must never give our worship
to other gods. Money, social status, pleasures of the flesh, sports,
rock stars are all exalted to the status of gods when we pay them
more homage than Our Holy God in Heaven.

Acts 2:42-47. . . They worshiped together at The Temple each
day, met in homes for The Lord’s Supper, and shared Triesis
with great joy and generosity.

Worship in The early church included fellowship and regular
sharing of Communion.

1 Corinthians 14:26-33 .. . Everything that is done must be useful
to all and build Them up in The Lord . . . For God isa&od of
disorder but of peace.

Our worship is to be orderly and not chaotic.

PROMISES FROM GOD:

Psalm 66:4. . . Everything on earth will worship You; they will
sing Your praises, shouting Your name in glorious songs.

Isaiah 35:10. . . Those who have been ransomed by The Lord will
return to Jerusalem, singing songs of everlasting josro® and
mourning will disappear, and they will be overcome watyh gnd
gladness.



Philippians 2:9-11. . . God raised Him up to The Heights of
Heaven and gave Him a name that is above every othe, 5@
that at The name of Jesus every knee will bow, iavda and on
earth and under The earth, and every tongue will confasgekus
Christ is Lord, to The glory of God The Father.

Revelation 15:4 .. . Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your
name? For you alone are holy. All nations will comd aorship
before you, for your righteous deeds have been revealed.

When we enter into corporate worship, we invite the presefic
The Holy Spirit of God, God’s manifest presence on e&v.
must adore Him. We must honor His Devine Presence.

Join us for an in depth Success Training Bible Studyeat th
Christian Success Institute
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Chapter 9
How do | get His Blessing?

Psalms 37:4

* Delight yourself in the LORD
and he will give you the desires of your
heart.

How do | get His Blessing?

Some Christians ask the question, “Why am | not beingétes
like others | see?” They tell me that they pray ang tead their



Bibles but the things that they are asking for never seezame.
“Where is my blessing?”

In Psalms 37:4we are promised;Delight thyself also in the
LORD: and he shall give thee the desires of thine Heart

Most people have been taught and believe that all theg to do
is profess their love for God with their mouths arlceteheir wish
list to Him in prayer and miraculously everything thatytheant
will suddenly appear. This is a shameful misinterpratatiowhat
the Word says. This does nothing more than exemplifees th
childish greed in our hearts. It's like saying, “Well Gothltd you
that | love you, now where is the stuff | want?”

Just imagine how you would feel if your children or othegd ylou
love only came to you when they needed something. Youdave
great desire to give them everything that they want aed but

you are lead to believe that the relationship is @ litib one-sided.
We have to understand that God wants us to worship Him. He
wants our undivided, unfettered, devoted and passionate @ttenti
and deepest love.

He wants us to approach Him with respect and devotion. Hgkno
both what we want and what we need. If your loved ones
constantly came to you just to tell you how much thev land
honor you; if they came to you wanting nothing more yioaitr
presence and company, wouldn’t you give them not only
everything they need but what they want as well.

God is all knowing. Before you ask, He knows what youtvazua
need. He is there in His magnificent Heaven waitingive you

the things that you seek.



In Psalms 37:4 we are not being told that God would ggvevery
fleshly desire that our impure and greedy hearts desirel Rea
closely! He says that He will give us the desireswfleearts not
what our heart desires. He will give us the desireswieashould
have in our hearts. As we grow in our personal relahignwith
Him, as we develop that purity of love by filling our livegh
prayer and worship, He, then, will place in our hedmsdesire to
worship Him, the desire to seek His presence in our lihes,
desire to grow closer to His throne, the desire todivelives
according to His Word.

These are the desires that we should have in our meditise
desire to simply be blessed because we are His childogrhél
fleshy, selfish, greedy desires that consume us.

We must remember that, when it is harvest time, areapgé that
bears no fruit is passed by. So it is in our lives,afdw not bear
fruit, we are passed by when it is time for our harvest

Blessings are not obligatory. God blesses us when Hetfeslwe
are in His divine will. If you want a blessing, be a bieg.

You may ask how you can be in God’s will. First we nhest
committed to Him, following His will and teaching in thi®ly
Word as closely as we can. God has given us the githate. He
loves us so much that He gives us the ability to edbeept Him
or reject Him. Which option we choose does not changédact
that He loves us but it does determine what our blessingbavil

Commitment is the key here. Christians declare and $mundy
that they love God and are devoted to Him. This they dthéor
benefit of those around them. God knows the truthcasediscern



our hearts. He knows our every thought and deed. He seesis
in those dark places.

The Psalmist states that no matter where he gott tughest
mountain or to the depths of the deepest ocean, Goeres th
Christians often ignore this fact. They do not reatir God is
omnipresent. He is everywhere all the time and He gmegven
in the shadows. He sees your innermost thoughts. He kihews
truth about your heart.

How then is it possible for mere mortals to make mmdment, a
true and sincere commitment, to The God Most High? Tavems
this we must look at a beautiful scripture. Mathew Chapder

Jesus Walks on the Water

“ mmediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go
on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd.

ZAfter he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone,

4put the boat was already a considerable distance from land,
buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.

?>During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them,
walking on the lake.

*When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were
terrified. “It's a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.

2’But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I.
don’t be afraid.”



2% ord, if it's you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come tamy on the
water.”

2%Come,” he said.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and
came toward Jesud’But when he saw the wind, he was afraid
and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”

*mmediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You
of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”

#2And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down.
*Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly
you are the Son of God.”

This is an amazing and beautiful story that has a veny dee
profound meaning. It's not just that Jesus walked on therwide
is supreme. He is God and the Creator of the Universékillg on
water is no extraordinary feat for Him. It is not soahn that Peter
was able to walk on the water. The amazing thing to ni&is t
Peter was able to make a deep and sincere commitmerg to H
Lord.

It's one thing to be in the boat looking out at Jesusthsitentirely
a different thing to be able to abandon everything tbhatknow is
solid and real and step into the supernatural. Peter kreehotat.
He was confident that the boat would be there. He was a
fisherman. He was comfortable on boats. It was sBlkdcould use
his 5 senses to be assured that the boat was thenaadHa his
comfort zone.



This is so much like us today. We are assured by our physical
environment that what we know is real is there. Wecaremitted
to that which we know. Just as with Peter, we despgrataht to
join Jesus in His realm but our flesh holds us back.edamy
plants seeds of doubt in our minds. “Be careful! Thatser and
you know that you cannot walk on water. It's out of yoealm. It
will not support your weight. You'll sink like a stone!”

Peter made a commitment. He could see the prize. Hd seel
Jesus there, arms outstretched, beckoning for us to tcoHien.
We must be like Peter. We must be willing to step outsfdehat
our senses tell us is real. Our senses are of this vwWvddnust be
ready to answer Jesus’ call to us to join Him. We rbesuilling
to step out of the boat.

Peter had to make a decision. Do | stay in this reayncomfort
zone or do | trust in God enough to do what | know is irajindes?
Do | believe my Lord or do | doubt and wait for Him tonee to
me? Trust is the key here.

Often God will allow us to get into situations that requdur total
trust in Him. Remember Daniel in the Lions den. Danied wa
innocent. He was put into a life or death situation.niNman being
could help Daniel in this situation, not even the KingPefsia who
really liked Daniel. Daniel was in a situation that washuman
standards, was impossible to survive. He had to totaity tn the
Grace of Almighty God.

This requires total commitment on our parts. God haadre
made a commitment to us. He committed His Holy and Belove
Word to become flesh. He committed His Holy Son to be
sacrificed to pay a sin debt that we are unable to payha He



wants in return is for us to pledge to Him our unwavering.lWe
must commit to Him our lives, our possessions and outdiear

Peter was blessed with the ability to walk on waterlofAg as He
kept His eyes on Jesus, as long as he committed hattierition
on Jesus, he was able to walk on the surface of the. Weigetoo
must be able to focus our full attention on Jesus. \W&t e able
to fully and completely trust Him.

Peter, however, demonstrates what happens to us when our
attention is diverted from our first love. He shovesvh we, when
our eyes veer from Our Holy Lord for even a second,00& |
again at our natural environment and it begins to consume us.
When Peter looked away from Christ, he began to sink.eRlemy
was able to plant that seed of doubt and Peter’s fatttein
magnificence of Christ gift to him paled in his mind ancbgan
to sink.

We must be willing to focus our hearts and minds on Jesoisier
for Him to bless us. We must be able to make a full@mplete
commitment to follow Jesus, never taking our heart amadisnoff
of Him.

When we can make this deep commitment to Jesus we witl be
to develop His image in us. We will begin to bear tiné that He
so desperately wants to see in our lives. The more do@ano
Him that we are determines the fruit that we will beasur lives.
When our attention in on Christ, when our trust in Hind His
provision matures with our relationship with Him, the hantes
for us to succumb to the temptations of this world.

The devil loves to plant little seeds of doubt in our miltisloves
to present us with minute irritations that he can blommetely



out of proportion. You see, Satan understands the plinof seed
planting more than most Christians. He knows thaséaels that
He plants in our lives will produce the cankered fruit tlawants
to see in our lives.

It would be grand if we understood this principle of seaahtiig.
It would be wonderful for us to be able to focus our abarn
Christ, never wavering, always on target. It would be mifegnt
if we could put our full and total trust in the One wheated us,
the One who loves us.

If you plant an apple tree, you will get apples. If younplafig
tree, you get figs. If you plant seeds of love you walg@ harvest
of love. If you plant the seeds of anger and mistrussdtseeds
too will bear fruit, bitter fruit.

Only when we are able to step out of the boat and &adt
unconditionally will we see the great blessings thahbiein store
for us. When we live our lives by His direction, forsakmug own
fleshly emotions and the devils seeds of deceit and daebyill
be able to receive the wonderful blessings that God 3iiezsl
planned for us.

Let's consider for a moment a father and a son. Tild
disobedient or thoughtless in his actions. He follovgsolvn
feelings and desires. He disregards the directions thédther has
given and goes his own way. He only goes to his fathenwe is
in need and the rest of the time he does things his wawy.likely
is this father to give the child what he desires? Wheltiie
comes to the father and asks for money or some othnedane
possession, will the father disregard the disobediande
selfishness of the child and pour out his blessing on the child.
Nope.



Now consider the child who is always attentive to tibdr. He
follows his father direction in life without questionetldompletely
trusts in his father’s ability and willingness to takeecaf him.
This is the child who doesn’'t need to ask his father foney or a
car or anything else. His father knows what he needs ahe to
greatest extent what he wants as well. This child’'gelesiave
been tempered by the love and understanding of the fathles. a
look at this same parallel in the Gospel according to Luke.

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 11:

*S0 | say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will
find; knock and the door will be opened to you.

For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him
who knocks, the door will be opened.

Hwhich of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him
a snake instead?

120r if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?
131f you then, though you are evil, know how to give goodsdift

your children, how much more will your Father in heagesm the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Step out of your boat and trust that Jesus will be tiogrgou
when you need Him.



Chapter 10

Summary

What is my place in all of this?

John 3:1-5

INow there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a
member of the Jewish ruling council.

’He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the
miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him."

3n reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless he is born again."

“"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked.
"Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be
born!"

®Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the
kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.

®Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.

"You should not be surprised at my saying, "You must be born
again'



#The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So ittis wi
everyone born of the Spirit."

John 3:16

1®For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

YFor God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him.

BwWhoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in
the name of God's one and only Son.



Summary

We know that God is supreme in His Glory and His Graiee.
created us to be His beloved children. He created this seiver
give us a magnificent home.

Jesus Christ is the Holy Word of God who became fiesinder
that we would have a way back to God. The world in which we
live is beautiful but rampant with sin. Humans areataé to live
by the law of God because we have an inherent sinful nature
There had to be a sacrifice made to pay our sin debt. Gésigs,
our Savior, was that sacrifice. He became our sinatootlr sin
could die on the altar of God. The glorious fact fotausealize is
that He rose again from deaths grip to provide us with saheb
become our righteousness.

We were created in the spiritual image of God. Thagara
described in the™schapter of Paul's epistle to the Galatians.

1t is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

“Mark my words! |, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be
circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all.

3Again | declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that
he is obligated to obey the whole law.

*You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from
Christ; you have fallen away from grace.



®But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness
for which we hope.

®For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has
any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself
through love.

"You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you
from obeying the truth?

®That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls
you.

A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.”

19 am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The
one who is throwing you into confusion will pay the penalty,
whoever he may be.

HBrothers, if | am still preaching circumcision, why am | still
being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been
abolished.

2As for those agitators, | wish they would go the whole way and
emasculate themselves!

3you, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in
love.

“The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your
neighbor as yourself.*If you keep on biting and devouring each
other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.



Life by the Spirit

%30 | say live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of
the sinful nature.

YFor the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and
the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in cdnflic
with each other, so that you do not do what you want.

18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.

The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality,
impurity and debauchery;

?idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage,
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions

Zland envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you, as | did
before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdém o
God.

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kingness
goodness, faithfulness,

Zgentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

?*Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature
with its passions and desires.

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit



The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuiffig, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance. This isitiaasp
image of God. These are the very same qualities tlkeabh@xy the
life of Jesus Christ while He was on earth. Thesdla same
qualities that God looks for in His children. The onlywtiaat we
can regenerate that wonderful image in our lives isulg believe
that Jesus Christ is the Holy Son of God and to hold di&ar to
our hearts. When we allow Him through His Holy Spttie Mind
of Christ, to work in us, then and only then will we Idego wear
His mantle of righteousness and project the image dfi@our
lives.

When we enter the throne room on Judgment Day, Jeus wi
recognize us by His image in us. If He does not see joye,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meelamelss
temperance in our lives, He will not see us as His amavi
reject us.

If you have not accepted Jesus Christ as your Saviogguteanot
hesitate. We are not guaranteed each day. Tomorrow nap be
late. Accept Him today. It is a simple process that@os eternal
rewards.

Pray the following pray sincerely.

“Father God, forgive my sins. | truly repent of thel evi
ways that | have lived. Jesus Christ, please, comehanahimy
heart and make me the new person that you would have bee t
through the guidance of your Wonderful Holy Spirit. Hd&sus,
apply your blood that was shed at Calvary to my headesus
Christ’s Holy Name | pray. Amen”



If you prayed that prayer honestly, you are now a chilth@One
and True Living God. You need to find a Bible Believing Church,
get yourself a Holy Bible, and dedicate the rest of yideihere on
earth to your Savior.

If you have already accepted Christ as your Savior, reatidly
Word every day. Concentrate on building your relationship
Him. Share the message of Christ’s Salvation for wiéim others.

Pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ and praghiose who
have not yet accepted Christ. Time is short.
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